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KEY DATES 

JUNE 

12th – SCHOOL CLOSED – INSET 

Week of 15th – Sports week 

17th-19th – Y6 Residential trip 

22nd – Sports Day 

JULY 
1st – Y1/2/3/4 Athletics 

2nd – Welcome to Y6 meeting 

3rd Moving up day 

3rd – Welcome to R+Y1 meeting 

6th  Enterprise Day 

7th – Welcome to Y4+Y5 meeting 

8th - Summer Run  

9th -Welcome to Y2+Y3 meeting 

10th - – Class 1 Assembly  

15th – Y6 Bowling and silent disco 

16th – Leavers Assembly 

17th – Break up for Summer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

It has been a very busy and engaging second week back, with lots of activities and 
events happening across the week. Unfortunately, the weather has disrupted some 
of our plans.  Well done to our Year 4 and Year1/2 pupils who have undertaken 
assessments this week. 
 
Monday, Year 5 and Year 6 pupils were invited to Seaham High School for their 
talented pupils to perform Oliver. It was a wonderful opportunity for our pupils and 
they were impressed with the performance. It was lovely to see past Westlea pupils 
on the stage.  
 
Tuesday, our Year 6 basketball team took part in the County Finals held at Bishop 
Auckland College. They remain unbeaten all year, coming second in the whole of the 
county.  At school, we welcomed parents and carers into school for our Reception 
cohort for 2026-2027. An exciting first step in beginning to settle the children into 
Westlea and the exciting journey ahead. We look forward to building strong 
relationships, working together and supporting your child in the years ahead in their 
educational journey.  
 
Tuesday afternoon, Mrs Morrow and the Rights Respecting Team (Y1-Y6 pupils) held 
a pop in session with interactive activities. The aim of the carousel was to explain 
that we are a Right Respecting School and this is an integral part of all that we do at 
Westlea. Thank you to those parents, carers and Governors who attended the event 
and supported our children.   
 
Wednesday, Class 5, as part of their history learning visited Christ Church for an 
immersive mining experience and to see real artefacts from the 1808 Seaham mining 
explosion. 
 
Thursday, we were delighted for Class 2 to share some learning and performing with 
their parents and carers. These pupils performed beautifully, showing their growing 
confidence and their talents. These moments across the year show the caring, 
talented and happy pupils in every class. 
 
Friday, school is closed to pupils due to a staff training day. School will reopen on 
Monday 15th June. 
 
Finally, I am very pleased to share that we have more improvements and 
developments planned across the school, with our outdoor wooden furniture and 
Class 2 area completing next steps in projects.  
 
Have a lovely weekend. 
Mrs Scothern 
 
 

Summer term CARE values. 
Every term we focused on 4 of our CARE values across 

school. I mention these in assemblies and the 

children and staff try to use these values throughout 

the term. 

Our new CARE values are; Cooperation, 

Achievement, Resilience and Empowerment  

Rights Respecting Team: Find out about their 

special event that was held this week.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 WE 
12/06/26 

 

Class 1 96.4% 

Class 2 89.7% 

Class 3 88% 

Class 4 97.1% 

Class 5 86.1% 

  Class 6 96.2% 

Class 7 95.3% 

Class 8/9 94.7% 

THIS WEEK’S 

ATTENDANCE 
Attendance Update 

We will continue to use our Attendopoly board with the classes to encourage great 

class attendance. Your child’s class rolls the dice if they collectively have an 

attendance over 96% (which is our school target). 

The pupils really enjoy participating with the game and finding out what space they 

will land on and what extra treat that might be for the class! 

 

 This week 3 classes reached 96% or above.  

Keep up the great work! 

Our whole school attendance for WE 12/06/26 is 93.5% 

Our attendance for the year to date is 94.8% 

Our target for this half term is 96% we are currently at 95.3% 

SAFE GUARDING AND ATTENDANCE TEAM:  

Mrs Scothern is our Designated Safe 

Guarding Lead with Mrs Davey and Mrs 

Simmons as Deputy Designated Safeguarding 

Leads. Please get in touch with any queries or 

concerns.  

ATENDOPOLY OUTCOMES THIS WEEK 

Classes who rolled the dice this week won; 
Class 1 – Art session                                                                                           

Class 4 – Forest school in Westlea woods                                                                                                   

Class 6 – Field/ninja track time  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INDIVIDUAL CLASS STAR OF THE WEEK AWARDS 

 WE 12/06/26 

Class 1 Paisley 

Class 2 Arlo 

Class 3 Arthur 

Class 4 Ruby 

Class 5 Dakota 

Class 6 Jaylen 

Class 7 Aria 

Class 8 and 9 Harper and Malaya 

RIGHTS RESPECTING AWARDS 

 WE 12/06/26 

Class 1 Eleanor 

Class 2 Kayden 

Class 3 Ria 

Class 4 Ruby 

Class 5 Kataleiya 

Class 6 Emily 

Class 7 Ivery 

Class 8 and 9 Eden and Kenzi 

THIS WEEK’S 

AWARDS 
Head Teacher’s Award 

Zainab, Amelia and Isla D (Y6) for welcoming new parents/carers to school. Being great role models for other 

pupils across school. 

 

Next Week’s Right of the week-  

Article 12 – we have the right to be listened to. 
 

 

Pupil discussions:  

Mrs Scothern spoke to the Rights Respecting Group this week. They were 

keen to share all of the preparation involved in the Rights Respecting 

Carousel and enjoyed showing her all of the planned activities. The pupils 

were articulate and engaged in their tasks and roles. They displayed our 

CARE values for the term and were a credit to themselves and their 

families.  

Head teachers awards: Our CARE values this term are… Cooperation, Achievement, Resilience and Empowerment 
These are given to pupils in school who have shone outside of the classroom. It maybe they have shown excellent manners and held a door for a visitor or a friend or 

have shown our WESTLEA CARE values in some way. Perhaps they have cooperated with each other to play a game or complete a group activity or shown resilience to 

keep going when a task or a learning activity has been a challenge. Visitors and other members of staff can nominate these students so it is very special if you are 

recognised for your efforts or for just being you! 
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In other news… 

Reader, Writer and 

Mathematician of the week 

Mathematician of the 

week: 

Class 1 - Shanai 

Class2 - Archie 

Class3 – Danni-Leigh 

Class4 - Mailarni 

Class5 - Esmae 

Class6 - Archie 

Class7 - Zak 

Year6 – Nirvana + Ava 

Reader of the week: 

Class 1 – Miller 

Class2 - Nevaeh 

Class3 – Whole class 

Class4 - Lydia 

Class5 – Alex 

Class6 - Autumn 

Class7 - Paisley 

Year6 – Abbi + Blake 

Writer of the week: 

Class 1 – Arthur 

Class2 – Indy 

Class3 - Laynee 

Class4 - Charlie 

Class5 - George 

Class6 - Jaylen 

Class7 – Carson 

 Year6 – Isla C + Gracie 

Well done to these students. 

They will all be entered into the 

end of term draw.  

Keep up your great learning 

attitude.  

In other news… 

Class 2 Assembly 

This week it was the pupils in Class 2’s turn to shine in their class assembly. 

They sang and signed many songs with many different helpful messages. 

Class 2 children showed a building confidence for speaking and singing in 

front of others and performed to the whole school on Wednesday. It was 

beautiful! 

 

 

There was some great speakers 

and you all followed your adults’ 

directions really well. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Term CARE values 

Every term we focus on four of our school CARE values. These values 
have been carefully selected to reflect, nurture, inspire and equip our 
pupils towards having a strong personal character. They are linked to 
personal characteristics and British values and will provide them with 
solid foundations to move onto the next steps of their learning and 
life’s challenges.  
 
The Summer term CARE values typically mean and how we help shape 
behaviour, character and the culture of our school community.  
 

Why These Values Matter at Westlea Primary School 
Together, these CARE values help build a positive school culture where children learn not just academically but 
also socially and morally. Westlea Primary use such values to: 

 Support behaviour expectations and shape how pupils treat one another. 
 Promote character development, preparing students for life beyond school. 
 Create a sense of community and shared purpose among pupils. 

Cooperation 

What it means: Working together and helping each other. 
It’s about combining effort, sharing responsibilities and 
helping one another out. 

At Westlea it looks like;  

 Teamwork: Joining in with others to get 
something done.  

 Mutual support: It means listening, sharing 
ideas, taking turns, and being kind even when 
you don’t agree.  

 Cooperating; Everyone feels included and the 
job gets done faster and better. 

 

Achievement 

What it means: Doing your best and being proud of what 
you accomplish. 

At Westlea it looks like; 

Achievement isn’t just about getting everything right.  

 Trying hard. 

 Learning new things. 

 Noticing how much you’ve improved.  

 Every time you learn a new skill, finish a task, or 
reach a goal, that’s an achievement. 

 

Resilience 

What it means: Keeping going, even when something is 
hard. Resilience is your inner strength. 

At Westlea it looks like; 

 It’s what helps you bounce back when things 
don’t go your way.  

 Being resilient means you don’t give up straight 
away—you try again. 

 Ask for help, and believe you can get better with 
practice. 

 

Empowerment 

What it means: Feeling confident, capable, and ready 
to make good choices. 

At Westlea it looks like;  

 You believe in yourself. 

 Know that your voice matters.  

 Having the courage to share your ideas, make 
decisions, and take responsibility for your actions.  

 When you feel empowered, you know you can 
make a positive difference. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Head Teacher’s chat’ 

Pupils who receive Star of the week for their class are invited to have a hot chocolate, a sweet treat and a chat with 

Mrs Scothern.  

This week’s chat focused on memories and 

memorable moments from this year. What 

have the pupils enjoyed, what have they 

found enjoyable about coming to school 

this year. 

These weekly discussions, give pupils a moment 

to reflect and talk about topics that matter to 

them and us at school. They share news and 

mix with other aged pupils and this forges a 

sense of community and promotes our CARE 

values. 

Paisley: Egg Jarping at Easter! 

Poppy: Reading the Stick man book- everyone agreed it was a 

great story! 

Arlo: Playing in the reading area and making things in class. I like 

my classroom.  

Addison: I like playing football outside in the MUGA. 

Parker: When I completed a full page of writing. I can do more 

than that now too! 

Ruby: I enjoy lots of writing in my class. We are doing writing 

about our history topic. I write a lot.  

Olivia: Maths work- I have enjoyed practising for our times tables 

and have gotten really good at them. I also love being in the 

Rights Respecting Group. We did a special event this week in 

school.  

Jaylen: The head teacher’s chat is fun to do and I also like English 

a lot.  

Aria: I loved it when Jess (Sports coach) came in and Class 7 did 

the Blaze Pods game. It was very competitive. I’ve enjoyed the 

NHS decider skills and the Artist we have in school. We are 

learning about the Ocean.  

William: The police visit with Jet (police dog). I also really enjoyed 

the visit with the drone and we got to go outside and see how it 

operates! 

 

Swimming and Bike ability: All of the pupils who completed these 

experiences and lessons thought they were excellent and are 

looking forward to more next year.  

 

Maggie: All of the subjects we learn. I am really enjoying 

post SATs activities. We are still learning but now practising 

for our end of year performance as well.  

I have also enjoyed all of the sports competitions that I have 

been to this year.  

Harper: I am enjoying the athletics at this minute.  

Ava: Practising for the play at the end of year. It’s giving us 

all a different focus. We also went down to see Seaham High 

School’s performance last week which has inspired us.  

Isla C: I Enjoyed the careers visit where we were project 

managers and had to plan where the water was going to be 

lay on a map. That was really engaging. I have loved all of the 

sporting opportunities- cricket has been the most 

memorable. 

Lilly C: I enjoyed the Northern gird careers experience and I 

loved the colour run.  

Everyone remember the ‘When I grow up day’ careers event 

and love all the experiences linked to careers and learning.  

There were lots to talk about and lots to choose from! 

What would be your most 

memorable moment this year? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oasis is an English rock band formed in               

Manchester in 1991. The band is known for its    

catchy songs and energetic performances. They 

gained many fans around the world with hits like "

Wonderwall" and "Champagne Supernova." The   

band had two main brothers, Noel and Liam         

Gallagher, who wrote most of their songs. Oasis 

helped shape the 1990s music scene so much     

that many people still listen to their music today! 

 

 

 

Scientist of the 

Month  

Musician of the Month June 

Oasis 

Alma Thomas 

(1891 –1978) 

Rock band 

Sir Isaac Newton 

(1643-1727) 
Newton's Amazing 
Discoveries 

 
Newton used mathematics to 
explain how the universe works. He 
created laws of motion and gravity. 
These laws are like math rules that 
explain how objects move when a 
force pushes or pulls them. 
In 1687, Isaac published his most 
famous book, Principia. In this 
book, he explained three basic laws 
of motion. He also shared his idea, 
or theory, about gravity. Gravity is 
the force that makes things fall 
down. For example, if a pencil falls 
off a desk, it lands on the floor, not 
the ceiling. 
Newton also used his laws to show 
that planets orbit the sun in oval 
shapes, not perfect circles. He also 
discovered diffraction, which is 
how light spreads out. This led him 
to make big discoveries in physics. 

Isaac Newton was a brilliant 
scientist and inventor. He made 
huge contributions to physics, 
mathematics, and optics. 

 

Artist of the Month 

Abstract Art 

Alma Thomas loved to explore colour—which she did as an artist and art teacher, 

teaching in Washington, DC, USA public schools for over thirty-five years. Many of 

her paintings include only one colour or a few colours. Her paintings show her love 

of nature and music.  

June 

June 

Look 

What colours stand out to you? 

What shape do you see repeated in 

this painting? Can you count the 

number of times it appears? 

Does it look like anything to you? 

Imagine you could step inside the 

painting. What would it feel like? 
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In other news… 

Attendopoly prizes 

 

Congratulations to classes 1, 2, 4, 6. They collectively achieved our target attendance figure of 96% or above for a 

week’s attendance. They then rolled the dice and landed on some exciting enrichment activities.  

 

Class 2 - had an extra PE session after 

their sing-a-long rehersal for key stage 

two. 

 

 

Class 6 - enjoyed a 

mindfulness session 

 

Class 4 got £10 to spend – they 

have decided on ice lollies for 

the whole class. 

 

Class 1 enjoyed a fruit platter 

with an extra special 

chocolate treat for getting an 

amazing 100% attendance! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Our year 6 basketball team remain unbeaten and have come away with a well-deserved silver medal at the County 

finals. In a league of 8 teams who had all won their district competitions they behaved wonderfully and supported 

each other. The format was different to our previous competitions and the pupils coped with the changes very well, 

coping with a different court lay out and a different size ball too! 

                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unfortunately, EYFS and Year5/6 Athletics have been cancelled events this week. 

Disappointing for our youngest children as well as the Y5/6 Westlea Athletics Team. 

Y5/6 Athletics update: 

In the Y5/6 Athletics event, the competition winners secure a place in the county team.  The 

sports partnership are working hard in the background to try and get the event reorganised 

or have suggested a possible solution.  

The selection process for County Finals:  

The SSP will visit schools in the coming days to complete mini athletic events where they 

will record scores (times and distances) and then compare them to the other schools. The 

athletes with the fastest times and longest throws will then be selected.  

Good luck to our athletes! 

 

In other news… 

County Basketball 

In other news… 

Sports Day and Y5/6 

Athletics 

Weather disrupts planned 

Sporting Events 



 

 

 

 

                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 and 6 received an invite from Seaham High School to attend their brilliant production of Oliver Twist. It was an 

amazing show and incredibly professional –it was a delight to see some of our previous pupils shine and their talents 

developed by such an outstanding drama and theatre team.  

Year 6 are now looking forward to experiencing this when they join Seaham High in September. Some of the pupils 

even danced their way back up to school singing the songs.  

It was a great experience for all and a lovely way to add to the transition experience of moving up to secondary 

school for both Year 5 and Year 6. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other news… 

Seaham High Shine! 

Please can we 

have ‘Consider 

yourself’ on in 

breakfast club to 

sing to? 

The lighting is so 

cool – it really 

adds to the 

atmosphere. 

I can’t wait to do 

this when I come 

to this school. 

That was 

amazing – they 

have such good 

voices! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other news… 
Rights Respecting Carousel 

Our rights respecting committee held a wonderful event for parents and carers. They worked hard behind the 

scenes making displays and resources to showcase some of the rights we celebrate and discuss in school. 

Adults chatted to the children about what the rights meant to them and what they would like to see happen in 

our school. 

We had some great feedback and the pupils were very confident and proud of their special role in school. 

Thank you to everyone who supported the children, we really appreciate the time spent with us. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other news… 

Reception new starters 

meeting 
On Tuesday morning Mrs Robson, Miss Surtees and Mrs 

Scothern, welcomed our Reception Cohort 2026-2027 

parents and carers into school.  

It was lovely to welcome new families to our school 

community as well as parents/carers already within our 

school community.  

Mrs Scothern shared what makes Westlea Primary a 

special place to learn and some of our key messages.  

Mrs Robson shared the information pack and parents/carers 

were able to visit some of the EYFS areas that will be used for 

teaching and learning.  



 

 

What is the Multiplication Tables Check (MTC)? 

The Multiplication Tables Check is a national assessment for pupils in Year 4 in England. It helps schools 
check whether children know their multiplication tables up to 12 × 12. 
How does it work? 

 Completed on a computer or tablet.  
 Contains 25 multiplication questions.  
 Children have 6 seconds to answer each question.  
 The test usually takes less than 5 minutes.  
 Answers are entered using a keyboard or on-screen keypad.  

 

What do children need to know? 

All multiplication facts up to 12 × 12, including: 
 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12 times tables.  
 Related division facts can also help understanding.  

Example Questions 
 7 × 8 = 56  
 12 × 4 = 48  
 9 × 6 = 54  
 11 × 7 = 77  
 8 × 12 = 96  

How to Prepare 
 Practise times tables regularly.  
 Use quick-fire recall games.  
 Focus on tables that are harder to remember (such as 6, 7, 8, and 12).  
 Try online multiplication check practice tests.  

Why is it Important? 

Knowing times tables helps with: 
 Division  
 Fractions  
 Problem solving  
 More advanced maths in later years  

A score of 25 out of 25 is the maximum score, but the main aim is to build  
confidence and fluency with multiplication facts. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other news… 

TT Check Y4 

This week All of the Year 4 pupils across England have taken part in a Timetable multiplication check. Well done to our 

Year 4 pupils. Here is some information about the test and why knowing your tables is a key part of your maths learning.  

How can I help my child learn their timetables? 

Children begin learning their tables in EYFS and KS1 

Engagement and joining in is the key! 

Practise counting in 2s, 5s, 10s- Journey’s in the car or on the bus are great 

moments for counting. 

Take turns in counting or begin counting in a set number- stop and ask your 

child what the next number is. Take turns. 

NUMBOTS and TTRS are both great apps to use for Timetables 

Pencil and paper- good old-fashioned writing them down, again, and again 

and again.  

www.topmarks.co.uk 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other news… 

Class 5: Heritage visit to Christ Church 

 

We went to Christ Church to learn about 

the coal mines. We saw the memorials 

outside. - George 

We got to see a real miner’s lamp and 

a bird like in the mines. – Amelia B 

We crawled under 

the seats to see how 

small the space was 

inside the mines. - 

Bowie 

We saw the memorial of the miners that 

died in the 1880 explosion. - Morgan 

We saw the message left by one 

of the miners. - Archie 

On Wednesday Class 5 had an enrichment visit focused on our local heritage. As part of the history curriculum, the Year3 

pupils have a local history topic linked to our mining past which then helps the children understand the rich mining past in 

Seaham and our local area. In particular, the Seaham mining explosion in 1880. Christ Church has artefacts from this event 

that enable the children to have a deeper connection to this part of history.  

 
The pupils were able to pause and remember: They lit a candle to remember the men and boys who lost their 

lives, especially Ric Cole and the 7 men with whose bodies were found underground beside ‘the plank’ bearing 

their last message to their families. We also appreciated Rev Scott (1st Vicar at Christ Church) who supported the 

community in the aftermath of the disaster. 

The pupils held a miners’ lamp and appreciated the physical fitness and strength the 

miners needed to do their job. They also held fossilised molluscs and muscles that 

had been found down the mines and lastly climbed through makeshift mining shafts 

under the pews to appreciate the confined spaces these brave men worked in. A 

great immersive experience! 

 



 

 

In other news… 

Safe Guarding: E-safety 


