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KEY DATES 

MAY 
Week of the 11th  - Year 6 SATs 

15th – Class 6 – Netball festival 

Week of the 18th – Walk to school week 

20th – Nursery Main Man Stay+Play 

20th – Year 4 meet a scientist 

21st – Girls cricket @ Dawdon 

22nd – Mixed cricket @ Blackhall 

22nd  - Break up for half term holiday 

return 1st June 

 

JUNE 

3rd – Year 2 Outdoor and Adventurous 

3rd – Nursery new starter meeting 

9th – Reception new starter meeting 

10th – EYFS sports day 

10th – Year 5/6 athletics 

11th – Class 2 parent sing a long 

12th – SCHOOL CLOSED – INSET 

Week of 15th – Sports week 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

A Week Full of Learning, Creativity and Opportunity! 
 
WOW! It’s hard to believe another week has flown by at Westlea Primary, 
and what a busy one it has been! Alongside our exciting curriculum offer, we 
broadened our understanding of water safety in Key stage assemblies using the RNLI 
resources. Delivering an important session on staying safe around water, helping 
pupils learn how to navigate the world and our local community, safely and 
responsibly.  
 
Cricket Fever:  
Cricket coaching is in full swing, with pupils across Years 5 and 6 beginning to prepare 
for UKS2 tournaments. As a sport, at Westlea, we have many talented pupils who now 
play cricket regularly for local teams and are on talent pathways through the Durham 
County Cricket Board. #BUILDING A LEGACY 
 
Fostering a love of learning: 
At Westlea we endeavour to foster a passion for learning through exciting enrichment 
activities, high quality text and review of best learning practices. Teachers, as part of 
staff meetings, are currently reflecting and reviewing the curriculum for next year, 
with this in mind. We know that learning styles and children’s ways of learning have 
changed and therefore as educators we need to respond and support ALL learners in 
ALL classes. A high-quality education for ALL- “We learn together to achieve success 
for ALL.” 
 
Another fantastic week at Westlea Primary, and we are incredibly proud of all our 
pupils and what they continue to achieve. 
 
Mrs Scothern 
 
 

 

Summer term CARE values. 
Every term we focused on 4 of our CARE values across 

school. I mention these in assemblies and the 

children and staff try to use these values throughout 

the term. 

Our new CARE values are; Cooperation, 

Achievement, Resilience and Empowerment  

New month and new Artist, Musician and Scientist for May… 

 I wonder who they can be? 

Brilliant behaviour! 

Stars in the Jars for… 

Year 3 at the Tennis festival 

Year 4 at the Tennis tournament  

Year 5 at the Blaze pods experience.  

All adults reported back that your behaviour was 

first rate!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 WE 
08/05/26  

Class 1 99.1% 

Class 2 96.4% 

Class 3 97% 

Class 4 98.1% 

Class 5 96% 

  Class 6 91.5% 

Class 7 95.9% 

Class 8/9 94.7% 

THIS WEEK’S 

ATTENDANCE 
Attendance Update 

We will continue to use our Attendopoly board with the classes to encourage great 

class attendance. Your child’s class rolls the dice if they collectively have an 

attendance over 96% (which is our school target). 

The pupils really enjoy participating with the game and finding out what space they 

will land on and what extra treat that might be for the class! 

 

 This week 5 classes reached 96% or above.  

Keep up the great work! 

Our whole school attendance for WE 24/04/26 is 95.7% 

Our attendance for the year to date is 95.7% 

Our target for this half term is 96% we are currently at 95.5% 

SAFE GUARDING AND ATTENDANCE TEAM:  

Mrs Scothern is our Designated Safe 

Guarding Lead with Mrs Davey and Mrs 

Simmons as Deputy Designated Safeguarding 

Leads. Please get in touch with any queries or 

concerns.  

ATENDOPOLY OUTCOMES THIS WEEK 

Classes who rolled the dice this week won; 
Class 1 –    Extra free cookie club                                                   

Class 2 –   Fruit platter                                                                      

Class 3 –   Fruit platter                  Class 5 – Lego/construction                                                                                                                        

Class 4 – Art session 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INDIVIDUAL CLASS STAR OF THE WEEK AWARDS 

 WE 08/05/26 

Class 1 Ollie C 

Class 2 Nevaeh 

Class 3 Alma-Rose 

Class 4 Cayde 

Class 5 Esmae 

Class 6 Erica 

Class 7 Ella E  

Class 8 and 9  Darcie and Isla D 

RIGHTS RESPECTING AWARDS 

 WE 08/05/26 

Class 1 Poppy 

Class 2 Flynn 

Class 3 Oscar 

Class 4 Eliza 

Class 5 Tyler M 

Class 6 Ijaz 

Class 7 Eshaal 

Class 8 and 9 Harper and Kenzi 

THIS WEEK’S 

AWARDS 
Head Teacher’s Award 

Lincoln (Nursery) for showing a brilliant learning attitude and also being very polite and caring towards his friends and teachers. This is the first time a 

pupil has been recognised in the Nursery.  

Ella E, Ava, Ivery (Y5) Showing fantastic teamwork, business skills, organisation and communication skills. Sir Alan Sugar watch out! 

Next Week’s Right of the week-  

Article 36 – You should be protected from doing things that can harm you. 
 

 

Pupil discussions:  
Empowerment? How does school help you feel empowered?  

Discussion with Y4 and Y5 pupils 

See responses further into the newsletter. 

Head teachers awards: Our CARE values this term are… Cooperation, Achievement. Resilience and Empowerment 
These are given to pupils in school who have shone outside of the classroom. It maybe they have shown excellent manners and held a door for a 

visitor or a friend or have shown our WESTLEA CARE values in some way. Perhaps they have cooperated with each other to play a game or complete a 

group activity or shown resilience to keep going when a task or a learning activity has been a challenge. Visitors and other members of staff can 

nominate these students so it is very special if you are recognised for your efforts or for just being you! 

 haracter values     E

 utu n Ter S rin  Ter Su  er Ter 
Co  unity Co  assion Coo era on

A  i on Ac ons Achieve ent

Res ect Res onsi ility Resilience

En oy ent Endeavour E  o er ent



Class 7 – Board games 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

In other ne s… 

Reader, Writer and 

Mathematician of the week 

Mathematician of 

the week: 

Class 1 - Eleanor 

Class2 - Niyah 

Class3 - Charlotte 

Class4 - Noah 

Class5 - Maleko 

Class6 - Erica 

Class7 - Grace 

Year6 – Penelope 

and Layton  

Reader of the 

week: 

Class 1 – Alfie 

Class2 - Elliot 

Class3 - Lucas  

Class4 – Holly E 

Class5 - Archie 

Class6 - Winter 

Class7 - Myles 

Year6 – Lewis and 

Oscar P 

Writer of the 

week: 

Class 1 - Joshua 

Class2 – Kayden 

Class3 - Layton 

Class4 - Charlie 

Class5 - Grace 

Class6 – Oscar F 

Class7 – Tilly 

 Year6 – Lilly R and 

Lilly C  

Well done to these students. 

They will all be entered into the 

end of term draw.  

Keep up your great learning 

attitude.  

In other ne s… 
Attendopoly prizes 

Congratulations to Class 7 and Year 6. They collectively achieved our target attendance figure of 96% or above for a 

 eek’s attendance. They then rolled the dice and landed on so e excitin  enrich ent activities.  

 

Year 6 – Fruit platter 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Term CARE values 

Every term we focus on four of our school CARE values. These values 
have been carefully selected to reflect, nurture, inspire and equip our 
pupils towards having a strong personal character. They are linked to 
personal characteristics and British values and will provide them with 
solid foundations to move onto the next steps of their learning and 
life’s challenges.  
 
These are the Summer term CARE values. 
 

Why These Values Matter at Westlea Primary School 
Together, these CARE values help build a positive school culture where children learn not just academically but 
also socially and morally. Westlea Primary use such values to: 

• Support behaviour expectations and shape how pupils treat one another. 
• Promote character development, preparing students for life beyond school. 
• Create a sense of community and shared purpose among pupils. 

Cooperation 

What it means: Working together and helping each other. 
It’s about combining effort, sharing responsibilities and 
helping one another out. 

At Westlea it looks like;  

• Teamwork: Joining in with others to get 
something done.  

• Mutual support: It means listening, sharing 
ideas, taking turns, and being kind even when 
you don’t agree.  

• Cooperating; Everyone feels included and the 
job gets done faster and better. 

 

Achievement 

What it means: Doing your best and being proud of what 
you accomplish. 

At Westlea it looks like; 

Achievement isn’t just about getting everything right.  

• Trying hard. 

• Learning new things. 

• Noticing how much you’ve improved.  

• Every time you learn a new skill, finish a task, or 
reach a goal, that’s an achievement. 

 

Resilience 

What it means: Keeping going, even when something is 
hard. Resilience is your inner strength. 

At Westlea it looks like; 

• It’s what helps you bounce back when things 
don’t go your way.  

• Being resilient means you don’t give up straight 
away—you try again. 

• Ask for help, and believe you can get better with 
practice. 

 

Empowerment 

What it means: Feeling confident, capable, and ready 
to make good choices. 

At Westlea it looks like;  

• You believe in yourself. 

• Know that your voice matters.  

• Having the courage to share your ideas, make 
decisions, and take responsibility for your actions.  

• When you feel empowered, you know you can 
make a positive difference. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aretha Louise Franklin was an American gospel, 

soul, and R&B singer, songwriter, pianist, and civil 

rights activist celebrated as the “Queen of Soul.” Rising 

from gospel roots in her father’s Detroit church, she 

achieved stardom with Atlantic hits like Respect, (You 

Make Me Feel Like) A Natural Woman, and Think, 

earning 18 Grammys, the first female Rock and Roll Hall 

of Fame induction, and a Pulitzer citation for her cultural 

impact. 

 

 

 

Scientist of the 

Month 

Musician of the Month May 

Famous for his 

work on GERMS 

Aretha Franklin 

David Hockney 

(1937- to present) 

Who is David Hockney? | 

Tate Kids 

 

Born: 25th March, Memphis, 

Tennessee, USA 

Died: 16th August 2018  

American gospel, 

soul, and R&B 

singer, 

LOUIS 

PASTEUR 
Louis Pasteur was a 

French scientist. He made 

important discoveries 

about the role of 

microbes (germs) 

in disease and in food 

spoiling. These 

discoveries have saved 

many lives. They have 

also made food safer to 

eat and protected the 

health of farm animals. 

Pasteur was a 

courageous scientist who 

constantly asked 

questions, searched for 

answers, and challenged 

incorrect ideas. 

Artist of the Month 

Pop Art 

David Hockney is one of the most important painters of the 20th century. Born in Bradford in 

1937, Hockney was one of the big artists involved in the pop art movement in the 1960s. Pop 

art was a style of art that was bright, full of colour. It was made by lots of young artists who 

felt that the art they saw in galleries was a little bit boring.  

May 

May 

https://www.tate.org.uk/kids/artists/who-david-hockney
https://www.tate.org.uk/kids/artists/who-david-hockney
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/germ/442739
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Human-Disease/353059
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In other ne s… 

Class 5 Tennis festival and  

 Y4/5 competition   

Westlea A team – 2nd place  

Westlea B team – 4th place  

Y3 attended a tennis festival 

completing 6 challenge 

activities to practise their 

batting, serving and passing 

skills. It was wonderful to see 

the children working together 

and improving their tennis 

skills. 

We tried to hit the ball over the 

net to our partner. – Ollie  

I had lots of fun. I was getting 

good at tennis. - Dakota  

I really like tennis, it was 

brilliant. – Grace  

I liked it. The ball went over 

the net when I hit it. - Charlie  I’  really  ood at  attin . It  as 

so much fun! - Eshaal 

Both tennis teams 

represented Westlea 

amazingly, coming away 

with a great result. A big 

well done to them all! 



 

 

 

 

What is empowerment? How does school and your 

experiences help you feel empowered? What is the 

impact of this on your learning now and in the future? 

 

Ella Grace: I am involved in the Eco warriors’ group and 

have been on the School Council. I really enjoyed 

helping the school develop the well-being garden -from 

grey to green. When I was on the school council it 

helped with my leadership and confidence. I feel much 

more confident talking in class. I am also a Class 2 

helper on a lunchtime. We complete small jobs and play 

with the children in this class. It has taught me how to 

help the little ones and talk to lots of different people.  

 

Luka: I play football for a local team. This helps me feel empowered because I am learning about sports and making 

new friends. It helps me in school as I transfer some of my learning to lessons and getting along with people in class. 

I can make a positive difference to myself and my friends. 

 

Paisley: I go to dancing outside of school and I really enjoy doing it. I have also been in the school choir club and 

san  at Tesco’s I  as nervous to do this  ut then I sa   y  a  and had  y friends with me and my confidence 

grew.  

 

Poppy: I go to lots of clubs like Gymnastics, Cubs and multi-skills. Some of these clubs were recommended by my 

friends and I love them. They encouraged me to give them a go. Clubs keep me fit and healthy. By going to the clubs, 

they  ake you s arter. You don’t realise at the ti e  ut the learnin  is fun and you  oin in and  row in confidence. I 

have been on the school council. I enjoyed completing a litter pick and the school council also improved my 

leadership/teamwork/communication and friendship. It is fun to go to clubs where there are different adults. You 

get to know them and talk to them in school time as well.  

 

Grace: I attended gardening club. I enjoyed helping weeding and looking after the school grounds. I go to 

gymnastics- it’s  ood for socialisation. I no  feel like I can socialise  ore in school too.  

 

Ijaz: I attend multi-skills club. I feel energised and happy when I am at multi-skills club. You learn a new sport every 

week. Multi-skills club is with pupils from Year3 to Year6. It is good because you get to know other people from 

different classes and make friends. I feel that I can talk to adults about ideas and they would listen to me. 

In other ne s… 

Head Teacher’s chat  

Pupil voice is very important across lots of areas of school. Pupils feel valued and their feedback helps with school 

improvement. A selection of Year 4 and Year 5 pupils spoke with Mrs Scothern about our School CARE Values. The focus 

of the discussion was the word empowerment.  

Empowerment 

What it means: Feeling confident, capable, and ready 
to make good choices. 

At Westlea it looks like;  

• You believe in yourself. 

• Know that your voice matters.  

• Having the courage to share your ideas, make 
decisions, and take responsibility for your actions.  

• When you feel empowered, you know you can 
make a positive difference. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other ne s… 

Y5 Blazepods 

On Thursday class 7 were invited into a Blazepods 
session with the school sports partnership. The 

children thoroughly enjoyed using the blaze pods 
(light up buttoned machine) to play a variety of 
different games. They were the first class to try 

this new technology. It got them active physically 
and mentally. 

 

Luka - I loved using the 
pods to get points for 

my team. 
 

Ella L - it was very 
fun! 

 

Grace - I loved the 
concentration games 

and working as a team. 
 

Carson - it literally lit up 
my day! 
 

Aria - I really liked the 
competition nature of the 
game. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other ne s… 

Tea party in Nursery  

Mrs Gunn brought rhubarb in from her allotment at home. The 

children cleaned, chopped and cooked rhubarb jam. The 

children then used over ripe bananas mashing, stirring and 

mixing to make banana bread. 

They laid a table with cups 

and saucers for a special 

tea party and invited Mrs 

Scothern. 

Children showed manners 

and lots of vocabulary 

development. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other ne s… 

Tips for reading at home 

with your child 



 

 

 

 

In other ne s… 

Wellbeing update 
 


