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KEY DATES 

 

FEBRUARY 

half term holiday break up 20th return 2nd March 

 

MARCH – CAREERS MONTH 

3rd wellbeing festival 

5th  World book day (Come to school in PJ’s) 

10th Basketball competition and festival tbc 

11th Class 4 parent assembly 2pm 

18th Nursery ladies day 

Week of 23rd March – Open Nights and egg 

competition 

26th Class 5 parent assembly 2pm 

27th ‘When I grow up day’ (Come to school: Dress 

up as a career you could ASPIRE to be) 

 

APRIL 

2ND April – Colour run AM 

Easter holiday – break up Thursday 2nd return 20th 

Week of 27th Mock SATs Y6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Reading fever has taken over the school! Thank you to all the parents and carers who have so 
attended Reading Cafes, For some of you with 2 or more pupils I know it is a huge commitment 
to do this. From the positive responses the events held have been extremely beneficial for pupil 
and adults.  
 

EVENTS IN MARCH 
To continue our encouragement of reading, we look forward to World Book Day which will be 
on THURSDAY 5TH MARCH. We will be coming to school in PJs this day and taking part in lots of 
book themed activities. We will also host our annual ‘Everyone read event after school on this 
day’ With pupils being able to stay and share a book/story with their friends or an adult until 
4pm.  
 
CAREERS Month 
March is also a month where we delve deeper into careers, Staff explain about their career 
journey and Pupils attend Careers related educational visits (as explained in last weeks 
newsletter). On 27th MARCH we will host our ‘When I grow up Day’ where will encourage pupils 
to come to school dressed as a career they could aspire to be involved in.  
 
Online safety talks for Classes 7,8 and 9 
As part of our commitment to ensuring our pupils are safe online, we invited the Police to 
school to explain about online safety. Classes 7, 8 and 9 received these safety messages last 
week. The police covered topics such as sharing images, information and sending messages to 
one another. The topics lead to some interesting discussions and a deeper understanding of 
how to keep safe online. The pupils also got to see Jet and Ben Durham constabulary friendly 
police dogs.  
 
Class 7 assembly: 
Last Friday, parents and carers were invited to school to see Class 7’s Curriculum Learning 
assembly. To say that they were amazing is an understatement. Class 7 shone as a class- for 
their togetherness and enthusiasm. We also saw how individually each pupil is able to shine and 
boy did they! The singing solos from many of the pupils were breath taking. There was dancing, 
speaking, acting and humour. It was wonderful to see and the energy and happiness from you 
all shone out. You made us all smile.  
 
Find out what Class 1 got up to at the soft play and also what enrichment activities were 
experienced this week in whole school civic pride workshops from Nursery to Year 6.  
 
Have a wonderful; half term and school will reopen (with some exciting developments) on 
Monday March 2nd.  
Mrs Scothern 
 
 
 

Autumn term CARE values: 
Every term we focused on 4 of our CARE values across 

school. I mention these in assemblies and the children and 

staff try to use these values throughout the term. 

Our new CARE values are; COMPASSION, ACTIONS, 

RESPONSIBILITY AND ENDEAVOUR 

ARTIST OF THE 

MONTH 

Remember that 

our Artist will 

change in March. 

If anyone feels 

inspired to 

completed 

something 

creative linked to 

our February 

artist. Please do. 

From Mrs Reed 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 WE 
20/02/26  

Class 1 91.9 

Class 2 83.6 

Class 3 90.4 

Class 4 93.1 

Class 5 95.2 

  Class 6 88.8 

Class 7 94.2 

Class 8/9 94.7 

THIS WEEK’S 

ATTENDANCE 
Attendance Update 

We will continue to use our Attendopoly board with the classes to encourage great 

class attendance. Your child’s class rolls the dice if they collectively have an 

attendance over 96% (which is our school target). 

The pupils really enjoy participating with the game and finding out what space they 

will land on and what extra treat that might be for the class! 

 

 This week none of our classes reached 96% or above.  

We hope to get there next week! 

Our whole school attendance for WE 20/02/26 is 93.3% 

Our attendance for the year to date is 95.3% 

Our target for this half term is 96% we are currently at 95.4% 

SAFE GUARDING AND ATTENDANCE TEAM:  

Mrs Scothern is our Designated Safe 

Guarding Lead with Mrs Davey and Mrs 

Simmons as Deputy Designated Safeguarding 

Leads. Please get in touch with any queries or 

concerns.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INDIVIDUAL CLASS STAR OF THE WEEK AWARDS 

 WE 20/02/26 

Class 1 Rosie 

Class 2 Archie 

Class 3 Reuben 

Class 4 Clara and Harrison 

Class 5 George 

Class 6 Daisie 

Class 7 Evan 

Class 8 and 9 Eden and Zainab 

RIGHTS RESPECTING AWARDS 

 WE 20/02/26 

Class 1 Shanai 

Class 2 Niyah 

Class 3 Deana 

Class 5 Sienna 

Class 6 Oscar F 

Class 7 Ava E 

Class 8 and 9 Isla C and Taylor 

 haracter values     E

 utu n Ter S rin  Ter Su  er Ter 
 o  unity  o  assion  oo era on

   i on  c ons  chieve ent

 es ect  es onsi ility  esilience

 n oy ent  ndeavour    o er ent

THIS WEEK’S 

AWARDS 
Head Teacher’s Chat  

We had a double week of head teacher chat this week so Mrs Scothern’s office was very full!  

The children all told each other their plans for the week holiday and how they will be relaxing and playing with family and friends. 

Zainab told us about the festival of Eid. 

We hope everyone enjoys the half term break, we will see you all back in March. 

Next week’s  ight of the week- article 31 – You have the right to relax and play 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other ne s… 

Reader, Writer and 

Mathematician of the we 

ek 

CARE VALUES SPRING TERM: COMPASSION, ACTIONS, RESPONSIBILITY AND ENDEAVOUR 

In other ne s… 

Community news and 

beyond! 

Book club for 

Adults at 

Eastlea 

Community 

Centre 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other ne s… 

Community news and 

beyond! 

Keep our 

heritage alive 

and take the 

pupils to see 

this Art 

Exhibition.  

Our mining 

Industry 

remembered 

in artwork. 

Interested in Local History and Art? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other ne s… 
Class 1 visit – Soft play visit and 

Tesco pancake shopping trip 

 

Class 1 went on two adventures this week.  The first was to shop for ingredients for pancakes. The class wrote 

me a lovely letter asking permission to go shopping and they also wrote out the ingredient they needed. How 

could I say no? When asked how much money do they need, £5, £10 or £20? They agreed £20 would be the 

best to go shopping with!  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Soft play experience- a special treat for all of their efforts this term in trying extra-curricular clubs, 

attending assemblies and building in confidence every day! These mighty learners are reading, writing 

and are amazing with numbers. We are so proud of these pupils and know that they are making a 

strong start to life at school and future learning. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other ne s… 

Class 7 Assembly  

Class 7 performed in their 

learning showcase assembly to 

our school community, parents 

and carers. These pupils 

demonstrated confidence, 

happiness and HUGE talent. The message from the assembly 

is that learning in fun at school 

and with LOVE and acceptance 

for each other we can achieve 

great things. Many thanks for all of the support 

from family and friends. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Class4 – Forest  

Class6 – Just dance  

Year 6 – Hot Chocolate treat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other ne s… 
Attendopoly prizes 

Congratulations to class 3,4, 6 and year 6 . They collectively achieved our target attendance figure of 96% or above for a 

 eek’s attendance. They then rolled the dice and landed on a ran e of enrich ent activities.  

Eyes down for a full house! A spot 

of bingo in Class 6. 

Dance/yoga experience for Class 3 

Forest activity: Team orienteering. 

Fabulous communications Class 4. 

Year 6 enjoyed hot chocolate this 

week 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yayoi Kusama (草間 彌生, Kusama 

Yayoi, born 22 March 1929) is a 
Japanese modern artist. She mostly  

creates sculpture and installation 
art. She also works 

in painting, performance, video 
art, fashion, poetry, and writing. 
Yayoi Kusama is known as one of 
the most important living artists 

from Japan. She is also one of the 
world's most famous and successful 

living artists. Her unique art style 
influenced other well-known artists 

like Andy Warhol Don’t adjust your screens or rub 

your eyes…the dots you are 

about to experience are art! 

Welcome to the weird and 

wonderful world of Yayoi 

Kusam! 
Artist of the Month 

Find out more? 

Who is Yayoi Kusama? | Tate Kids 

February 

Yayoi Kusama 

(1929- to present) 

Dorothy Hodgkin was a brilliant British chemist. She 
won the Nobel Prize in Chemistry for her amazing 
work.  
She made a special technique called X-ray 
crystallography much better. This helped her figure out 
the exact shapes of important molecules in living 
things. This was very important for understanding how 
living things work. 
 
She discovered and confirmed; 
 
The structure of penicillin 
The structure of vitamin B12 (see diagram)  
The structure of insulin. 
 
All of these are very important for medicine even 
today. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Willard Smith, born 25th September 1968 in USA. He is 

known for being an actor, rapper and producer. 

He started his music career as part of the hip-hop duo DJ 

Jazzy Jeff and The Fresh Prince. Their hit son ; “Parents 

 ust don’t understand”  on a Gra  y   ard in 1989. 

Scientist of 

the Month 

Musician of the Month 

February 

February 

Dorothy Hodgkin 

(1910-1994) 

Will Smith and Hip Hop  
 

 

 

https://kids.kiddle.co/Contemporary_art
https://kids.kiddle.co/Sculpture
https://kids.kiddle.co/Installation_art
https://kids.kiddle.co/Installation_art
https://kids.kiddle.co/Painting
https://kids.kiddle.co/Performing_arts
https://kids.kiddle.co/Video_art
https://kids.kiddle.co/Video_art
https://kids.kiddle.co/Fashion_design
https://kids.kiddle.co/Poetry
https://kids.kiddle.co/Japan
https://kids.kiddle.co/Andy_Warhol
https://www.tate.org.uk/kids/artists/who-yayoi-kusama
https://kids.kiddle.co/Nobel_Prize_in_Chemistry
https://kids.kiddle.co/X-ray_crystallography
https://kids.kiddle.co/X-ray_crystallography
https://kids.kiddle.co/Penicillin
https://kids.kiddle.co/Vitamin_B12
https://kids.kiddle.co/Insulin
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police internet safety y6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other ne s… 

Online safety visits – KS2 

Online safety Day 
 

 

We help our pupils develop their online safety knowledge in many 

different ways. The Police with Jet came to school to speak to all 

of our Key Stage two pupils.  

Averlyn - I really found the session helpful to make 
me (and my friends) aware of the dangers on social 
media. 
 
Amelia - I loved the police woman Claire coming in 
to our class. She shared a lot of important 
messages about online safety. I also loved her dog 
Jet who was so cute. 
 
Lilly - I really enjoyed the lesson from the police 

lady. We learnt that being an 'upstander' and 

telling the truth is always better than not telling 
anyone if something has happened. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other ne s… 

Reading Cafes C1 

We welcomed parents and carers from Classes 1,7,8 and 9 to reading 

cafes. Look at the reading and English activities that were experienced.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other ne s… 

Reading Café Class 7 

This week ends our Reading Cafes across school, we have had an amazing amount of support from parent/carers that have 

come into school to support their child or children.  Many thanks for this. 

Learning to read for your child is one of the most important skills that they can acquire. Reading development, no matter 

how much, will help with every area of the curriculum.  

 

We’ve had a lovely  ornin   ith Paisley. She did so e lovely readin . 

Lovely interactive activities with a lot of choice that I could work with Ava. Coffee and biscuits. 

I really enjoyed spending time with my child in school. We have had a great time, lots of giggles and challenges. 

Had a lovely morning, staff were really helpful when kids were struggling with games. GREAT SET UP. Thank you. 

The readin  café has  een lots of fun. We’ve en oyed doin  all 

the different activities together. 

Good to see what Ella learns in classes. The changes in the different reading station activities was good. 

One on one time with our children 

to help them learn. It was nice to be 

involved into school.  

I’ve en oyed it all this 

morning, especially the 

cup of tea and a biscuit. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An interesting morning, very educational for the children. I have learned a few things I did not know.  

Well laid out stands with different activities. Time allocations were good, not too short and not too long. Nice 

refreshment stand. 

I’ve enjoyed all of the reading activities with my friends 

and family. Luka 

I teamed up with my son and went through all the mini reading games. I thoroughly enjoyed my time today and 

will definitely come again.  

It has been a very enjoyable morning. We found some new, fun ways 

to learn to ether that  e  ouldn’t have thou ht of, helped along by 

coffee.  

I enjoyed all the activities but doing the crossword was the best, all 

the boys helping each other. 
Spending time learning 

together. We really 

enjoyed the A-Z book find 

and the tile puzzle.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other ne s… 

Reading Café Class 8 and 9 

 

I had a lovely time looking at all the books and games with my daughter and her friends.  

Good to see what the children do in class 

 

We had a lovely morning – 

it was a very relaxed 

atmosphere and very 

educational. It was very 

nice to spend extra time 

with my child at school 

 

Great opportunity 

to see our children 

engaged in English 

reading activities. 

The different 

resources kept the 

children engaged 

all of the children 

were active and I 

loved to see how 

much my daughter 

enjoys school. 

Fantastic time 

Very good and very educational! 

 

Interesting activities from English, 

reading and comprehension. Nice 

to see them look back at books 

they have read previously. 

 

Really enjoyed taking 

part in different 

activities and spending 

time with my son I 

really enjoyed it! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other ne s… 

EYFS News- how do we 

learn? 

Have you ever held a Stick insect? These 

insects are so interesting and for our 

Nursery pupils extremely fascinating.  

They showed care 

and gentleness 

when holding them. 

They waited 

patiently for their 

turn. A big skill to 

master! 

They observed the movement of 

the insects and found words to 

describe what they saw. Adults 

helped them find new words that 

would attach to this memory. 

What can you see? 

What do you notice?  
They used magnifying glasses and drawing 

implements to draw their own stick insects 

with detail and excellent pencil control.  

Can we count how many legs a stick insect 

has? What about 2 insects? How many 

legs do they have altogether? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other ne s… 

Online safety advice 


