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KEY DATES 

JANUARY 

26th to 29th Y5 Bikeability 

30th Y4 Bikeability 

30th Class 3 Parent assembly 2pm 

 

FEBRUARY 

3rd Class 4 Reading Stay and Play (pm) 

4th Class 6 Parent Assembly 2pm 

5th  Class 2 Reading Stay and Play (pm) 

6th Class 1 Reading Stay and Play (pm) 

9th Class 3 Reading Stay and Play (pm) 

9th Class 5 Reading Stay and Play (am) 

9th – 15th Children’s mental health week 

10th Energy futures workshops 

11th  School Photographs 

12th Class 6 Reading Stay and Play (am) 

12th Year 1 Multiskills @ edc 

13th  Special menu – valentines 

13th Class 7 Parent assembly 2pm 

17th Special menu pancake day 

18th Classes 8 and 9 Reading Stay and Play (am) 

19th Class 7 Reading Stay and Play (am) 

 

half term holiday break up 20th return 2nd March 

 

MARCH – CAREERS MONTH 

3rd wellbeing festival 

5th  World book day 

10th Basketball competition and festival tbc 

11th Class 4 parent assembly 2pm 

18th Nursery ladies day 

Week of 23rd March – Open Nights and egg 

competition 

26th class 5 parent assembly 2pm 

27th When I grow up day 

 

APRIL 

2ND April – Colour run AM 

Easter holiday – break up Thursday 2nd return 20th 

 

Week of 27th Mock SATs Y6 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello Everyone,  

This week we are delighted to have received a letter from the Secretary of State for Education, Bridget 

Phillipson, that praises the expectational quality of the education we provide and recognises that our work 

is amongst the best nationally in ensuring that all pupils achieve well, whatever their background or 

starting point. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This week’s subject spotlight is Mathematics in Year 1. Find out about Year 5’s bikeability and the pupil’s 

views on this experience.  In addition, Year 6 and Year 5’s thought evoking peer pressure workshop and 

what enriching experiences our pupils have after school in KS2 Multi-skills club.  

 

CLASS ASSEMBLIES:  

We begin our series of Class assemblies for 2026 and who better to start with but the amazing pupils 

from Class 3.  Class assemblies give the pupils an opportunity to practice and develop speaking for a 

different audience. They begin to communicate in a performing and informative way. Class 3’s assembly 

was all about New Year, New Starts. They shared their learning superbly. Read on to see how well they 

did! 

 

Mrs Scothern 

Autumn term CARE values: 
Every term we focused on 4 of our CARE values across 

school. I mention these in assemblies and the children 

and staff try to use these values throughout the term. 

Our new CARE values are; COMPASSION, 

ACTIONS, RESPONSIBILITY AND ENDEAVOUR 

Come to 

our Reading 

Cafes 

@WPS! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 WE 
30/01/26  

Class 1 92.5% 

Class 2 95.7% 

Class 3 98.4% 

Class 4 95.4% 

Class 5 88.9% 

  Class 6 96.4% 

Class 7 94.7% 

Class 8/9 98.4% 

THIS WEEK’S 

ATTENDANCE 
Attendance Update 

We will continue to use our Attendopoly board with the classes to encourage great 

class attendance. Your child’s class rolls the dice if they collectively have an 

attendance over 96% (which is our school target). 

The pupils really enjoy participating with the game and finding out what space they 

will land on and what extra treat that might be for the class! 

 

 This week 3 classes reached 96% or above.  

Keep up the great work! 

Our whole school attendance for WE 30/01/26 is 95.1% 

Our attendance for the year to date is 95.4% 

Our target for this half term is 96% we are currently at 95.5 % 

SAFE GUARDING AND ATTENDANCE TEAM:  

Mrs Scothern is our Designated Safe 

Guarding Lead with Mrs Davey and Mrs 

Simmons as Deputy Designated Safeguarding 

Leads. Please get in touch with any queries or 

concerns.  

ATENDOPOLY OUTCOMES THIS WEEK 

Classes who rolled the dice this week won; 
Class 3 – Just Dance 

Class 6 – Bingo/quiz 

Year 6 – Board games 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INDIVIDUAL CLASS STAR OF THE WEEK AWARDS 

 WE 30/01/26 

Class 1 Skye 

Class 2 Flynn 

Class 3 Koen 

Class 4 Jayden 

Class 5 Esmae 

Class 6 Magnus 

Class 7 Tyler M 

Class 8 and 9 Jacob and Oakley 

RIGHTS RESPECTING AWARDS 

 WE 30/01/26 

Class 1 Eleanor 

Class 2 Indy 

Class 3 Laynee 

Class 4 Hallie 

Class 5 Blake 

Class 6 Joah 

Class 7 Ella E 

Class 8 and 9 Harper and Lilly C 

THIS WEEK’S AWARDS 

Head Teacher’s Award 

The pupils who received Head Teacher’s awards this week are all taking positive ACTION, that results in a positive impact for 

themselves and others.  
 

Congratulations to Year 4 pupils, Poppy, Charlotte and Daisy for passing on their love of knitting and thinking of others. These pupils are setting up 

(with the help of adults in their class) a knitting club for members of their class to enjoy. They displayed team work, debating skills and self-confidence 

when they pitched this idea to me earlier in the week. They then had to explain and negotiate timings and equipment etc with their class adults.  

Well done to Jayden C (Year 2) impressing all of the adults in his class and around school with his superb attitude towards everything in school, his 

learning and how treats people. 

Shout out for William (Year 5) for displaying kindness and positivity towards a friend this week. 

 

 

Next week’s Right of the week-  

Article 24 – We have the right to good food and water 
 

 

Pupil discussions:  Focus: What we like about our learning in school.  

The pupils were able to explain that they enjoy all of the fun activities in lessons and across the week. 

That lessons are interesting and different across a day and gave examples of their favourite subjects and 

why. It was lovey to hear the broad selection of subjects that the children experience and enjoy. Lots of 

the children enjoy school because of the friends they have here and they enjoy and value playing and 

playtime activities. I asked them if they thought our school rules were fair and if they thought that adults 

dealt with any problems they may have. They said yes and gave examples of how adults have sorted 

things for friends or themselves.  

 

Character values  CARE

Autumn Term Sprin  Term Summer Term
 ommunity  ompassion  oopera on

Ambi on Ac ons Achievement

Respect Responsibility Resilience

 n oyment  ndeavour  mpowerment



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other news… 

Reader, Writer and 

Mathematician of the week 

CARE VALUES SPRING TERM: COMPASSION, ACTIONS, RESPONSIBILITY AND ENDEAVOUR 

Well done to these 

students. They will all be 

entered into the end of 

term draw.  

Keep up your great learning 

attitude.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quality of Education 

Class 3’s Curriculum 

Assembly 

Mrs Davey said, “All of the children shared their new years’ resolutions and thought about what would help 

them improve. They impressed everyone with their knowledge of the months of the year, using British Sign 

Language and sang a range of fabulous songs.” 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quality of education and Personal 

Development  

Year 5 Bikeability 

It educated me about how to look after 
my bike.   
 Ava 

 It taught me how to keep safe. 

Sophiya 

 It was awesome!  

Hugo 
 

It helped me to be a safer rider. 
William 

 

 I thought it was so fun and 

made me feel so confident.  

Carter 
 

Well done to the Year 5 cyclists. 

Your excellent behaviour and 

bravery in giving things a go was 

lovely to witness and hear about. 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quality of education and Personal 

Development 

PSHE 

Year 5 and Year 6  

Peer Pressure Workshop 

Peer pressure is NOT always a negative 

thing - Luka 

Don't listen to people who force you to 
do things, they are not your true 
friends - Jacob 
 

I now know about good and 
bad peer pressure - Grace 
 

It taught me to stick to what I know 
is right - Ella L 
 

Year 5 and Year 6 classes this week 

had an important workshop all about 

PEER PRESSURE. They produced some 

great posters and gave insights into 

their learning. 

At WPS we believe it is vital for 

pupils to hear safety messages 

from many different agencies 

and charities. These learning 

moments create stronger 

experiences that hopefully stay 

with them for the future.  

Positive Peer 
Pressure 
 

In the Peer pressure workshop, we discussed 

exactly what is classed as peer pressure.  

We talked about different situations which 

the children found themselves in where they 

felt they were being forced to do something.  

We discussed how to say ‘no’ politely but 

firmly. 

We also discussed that we can have positive 

and negative peer pressure. 

Positive peer pressure involved friends, 

encouraging us to be able to do something 

for us to be able to achieve. (Mrs Reed) 

Negative Peer 
Pressure 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other news… 
Attendopoly prizes 

Year 6 cookery 

 

Class 4 Extra PE session 

Creating our own sandwiches. We had 
choices of ham, cheese, cucumber and 
tomato. There was a lot of empty plates at 
the end of the session. Some of us thought 
the sandwiches were the best! 

Class 2 cookery 

 

Class 6 fruit platter 
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In other news… 

Quality of Education:  

Early Mathematics Class 2 

Early Mathematics: Skills Children Build in Primary School 
In primary school, mathematics is about much more than learning numbers. Children develop a strong foundation of skills that support 
their learning across all subjects and in everyday life. 
 

 

 

• Use mathematical language – talking 
about size, shape, position, and order 
helps children explain their thinking 
clearly. 

 

By developing these early mathematical skills, children gain the 
foundations they need for future learning, while also strengthening their 
ability to think, reason, and solve problems in everyday situations. 

• Explore shapes, space, and 
measurement – understanding 
length, weight, time, and shape 
helps children make sense of the 
world around them. 

 

• Develop problem-solving skills – 
exploring different ways to solve simple 
problems builds confidence, resilience, 
and logical thinking. 

 

• Understand numbers and quantities – 
counting, comparing amounts, 
recognising number patterns, and 
developing number sense. 

 

• Recognise patterns and relationships – 
identifying patterns supports later 
learning in arithmetic, algebra, and 
reasoning. 

 

• Build confidence and independence – 
positive early experiences with maths 
encourage curiosity and a “can-do” 
attitude. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our book recommendations | BookTrust 

In February we are hoping to welcome all parents/carers in to school to work with your children to explore 
reading.  The school is running a Stay and Play reading workshop for every class - quite similar to the 
maths cafés last year but without the outside agency running it and unfortunately no vouchers.  The aim is 
to show you how to see reading opportunities in games, online reading platforms and fun five-minute 
activities that you can play with your child to support their learning. Focusing on reading and spelling in 
particular.  

Reading with your child is crucial for the development of language skills, emotional intelligence, and a 
strong parent-child bond.  It lays a foundation for academic success and lifelong learning by boosting 
vocabulary, imagination, empathy, focus, and providing comforting, distraction-free connection time.   

We hope to see you there. 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other news… 

Reading focus: English 

Cafes 

 

How do I help my son, daughter, grandchild 

read? 

 

What can I do to help them learn their 

spellings? 

 

How can I instil a love of reading? 

 

Come to the Westlea English Cafes for your 

child’s class and find out some top tips and 

games/activities you can try at home.  

SAVE THE DATE 
Class Date of cafe Time 

Class 1 6th Feb 1:30-3PM 

Class 2 5th Feb 1:30-3PM 

Class 3 9th Feb 1:30-3PM 

Class 4 3rd Feb 1:30-3PM 

Class 5 9th Feb 9-10:30AM 

Class 6 12th Feb 9-10:30AM 

Class 7 19th Feb 9-10:30AM 

Class 8 & 9 18th Feb 9-10:30AM 

  

Sorting and grouping 3d shapes 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book-recommendations/booklists/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other news… 

After-school club focus: 

KS2 Multi-skills Club  

Multi-skills club is a fun filled inclusive club where Key Stage 2 pupils come together and develop many sporting skills as well as 

understanding the rules and  health and safety, of games and sports. Over a half term of attending, pupils will have experienced and 

developed skills that are transferrable to many different types of sports and games. The pupils play dodgeball, soft archery, table 

tennis, boccia and when the weather and lighter nights arrive, they will be outside on the school field playing games. The pupils are 

active, make friends from other classes and year groups and build resilience and self-confidence to trying new activities.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why should my child come to an afterschool club?  

Pupils…make friends, have fun, feel good about themselves. Build resilience and self confidence to give new 

activities a try. All of these activities build resilience for the future.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other news… 

Community News  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community News 
 

Durham Area Disability Leisure Group or 

DADLG for short.  

Have some brilliant sporting events and 

activities for families to access.  

See their website for extra information 

 
Durham Area Disability Leisure Group – Providing 

sports, leisure & social opportunities for children 

and young people with disabilities living in Durham 

and the surrounding areas 

 

They are a registered charity that provides 

year-round opportunities for disabled 

children and their families to get together, 

meet new people, try new things and 

above all, have fun! 

https://www.dadlg.org/
https://www.dadlg.org/
https://www.dadlg.org/
https://www.dadlg.org/


 

 

E-Safety guidance 


