
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IS
SU

E 
3

4
 

 2
3

rd
 J

an
u

ar
y 

20
2

6 
#S

U
ST

A
IN

A
B

LE
EX

C
EL

LE

KEY DATES 

JANUARY 

21st Y3 Pedestrian training 

26th to 29th Y5 Bikeability 

30th Y4 Bikeability 

30th Class 3 Parent assembly 2pm 

 

FEBRUARY 

3rd Class 4 Reading Stay and Play (pm) 

4th Class 6 Parent Assembly 2pm 

5th  Class 2 Reading Stay and Play (pm) 

6th Class 1 Reading Stay and Play (pm) 

9th Class 3 Reading Stay and Play (pm) 

9th Class 5 Reading Stay and Play (am) 

9th – 15th Children’s mental health week 

10th Energy futures workshops 

11th  School Photographs 

12th Class 6 Reading Stay and Play (am) 

12th Year 1 Multiskills @ edc 

13th  Special menu – valentines 

13th Class 7 Parent assembly 2pm 

17th Special menu pancake day 

18th Classes 8 and 9 Reading Stay and Play (am) 

19th Class 7 Reading Stay and Play (am) 

 

half term holiday break up 20th return 2nd March 

 

MARCH – CAREERS MONTH 

3rd wellbeing festival 

5th  World book day 

10th Basketball competition and festival tbc 

11th Class 4 parent assembly 2pm 

18th Nursery ladies day 

Week of 23rd March – Open Nights and egg 

competition 

26th class 5 parent assembly 2pm 

27th When I grow up day 

 

APRIL 

2ND April – Colour run AM 

Easter holiday – break up Thursday 2nd return 20th 

 

Week of 27th Mock SATs Y6 

 

 

 

 

Hello Everyone,  
At Westlea Primary School, our CARE values are instrumental in helping us educate and 
understand the world and help all pupils create positive contributions and impacts on society.  
 
COMPASSION, ACTIONS, RESPONSIBILITY AND ENDEAVOUR: 
Compassion means, caring for others but creating action and purpose towards this feeling. 

Creating a positive impact on society. This week, it has been heart-warming to be able to 

show the compassion we all share in our community towards each other through two acts of 

kindness. The school were the recipient of a kind act by Seaham Town Council and councillor 

Arran Coxon by thinking of our pupils and gifting £1115 towards sensory resources and 

enhancing our mental health and well-being environments.  

 

Westlea pupils also displayed compassion towards a community member by sending a very 

special lady in our community birthday wishes and cards on her 100th birthday. Her family 

have thanked the children on her behalf.  

 

In a world that can appear very uncertain from time to time, it is always best to show 

kindness and compassion towards each another.  

 

SUBJECT SPOTLIGHT 

As with other newsletters, we have created a subject spotlight through the pupil’s work, this 

week’s spotlight is Science. Find more about the Science curriculum across school and see 

what Year 3 pupils have learnt through their science topic- Forces and Magnets.  

 

This weeks’ newsletter also contains; Year 5 NHS decider skills, Subject focus: Science, Club 

focus: Games club, a visit from the police to Year 5, Year 3’s second week of pedestrian 

training and some lovely community news.  

 

Mrs Scothern 

Autumn term CARE values: 
Every term we focused on 4 of our CARE values across 

school. I mention these in assemblies and the children 

and staff try to use these values throughout the term. 

Our new CARE values are; COMPASSION, 

ACTIONS, RESPONSIBILITY AND ENDEAVOUR 

2026 NATIONAL YEAR OF READING 

What was your favourite book to read at school 

or home? 

In this week’s newsletter, read more about our 

strategies to instil a love of reading and books 

with pupils at Westlea.  

Our book recommendations | BookTrust 

Come to our 

Reading Cafes 

@WPS! 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book-recommendations/booklists/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 WE 
23/01/26  

Class 1 95% 

Class 2 100% 

Class 3 94.6% 

Class 4 99.2% 

Class 5 94.4% 

  Class 6 96% 

Class 7 95.8% 

Class 8/9 99.5% 

THIS WEEK’S 

ATTENDANCE 
Attendance Update 

We will continue to use our Attendopoly board with the classes to encourage great 

class attendance. Your child’s class rolls the dice if they collectively have an 

attendance over 96% (which is our school target). 

The pupils really enjoy participating with the game and finding out what space they 

will land on and what extra treat that might be for the class! 

 

 This week 4 classes reached 96% or above.  

Keep up the great work! 

Our whole school attendance for WE 23/01/26 is 96.8% 

Our attendance for the year to date is 95.4 % 

Our target for this half term is 96% we are currently at 95.6% 

SAFE GUARDING AND ATTENDANCE TEAM:  

Mrs Scothern is our Designated Safe 

Guarding Lead with Mrs Davey and Mrs 

Simmons as Deputy Designated Safeguarding 

Leads. Please get in touch with any queries or 

concerns.  

ATENDOPOLY OUTCOMES THIS WEEK 

Classes who rolled the dice this week won; 
Class 2 – Cookery              Class 6 – Fruit platter 

Class 4 – Extra PE 

Year 6 - Cookery 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INDIVIDUAL CLASS STAR OF THE WEEK AWARDS 

 WE 23/01/26 

Class 1 Reuben 

Class 2 Tyson 

Class 3 Jackson 

Class 4 Amber 

Class 5 Amelia 

Class 6 Troy 

Class 7 Millie 

Class 8 and 9 Averlyn and Oscar 

RIGHTS RESPECTING AWARDS 

 WE 23/01/26 

Class 1 Ollie C 

Class 2 Archie 

Class 3 Ayla 

Class 4 Parker 

Class 5 Esmae 

Class 6 Jaylen 

Class 7 Hugo 

Class 8 and 9 Eden and Gracie 

THIS WEEK’S 

AWARDS 
Head Teacher’s Award 

Finley (Y5): Finley produced a wonderfully detailed power point about the solar system and the planets. He was able to explain his research and 

his thinking of how he created and presented the information. A fabulous example of showing your learning in a creative way.  

Next week’s Right of the week-  

Article 19 – We have the right to be safe 

 

 

Pupil discussions:  Focus: Pupils from Reception-Y6 were present for pupils’ discussion. We discussed areas 

of school we enjoyed. What we liked about different parts of school. The yard was mentioned as a place 

where lots of fun and enjoyment took place. The pupils were very pleased with the impact of the MUGA, 

netball court and our trim trail. We also discussed places in the world we would like to travel to and visit. The 

pupils had some amazing ideas from Disney land Paris, Egypt, Antarctic and the Great Barrier Reef!  

 

Head teachers awards: Our CARE values this term are… COMPASSION, ACTIONS, RESPONSIBILITY AND ENDEAVOUR 
These are given to pupils in school who have shone outside of the classroom. It maybe they have shown excellent manners and held a door for a visitor 

or a friend or have shown our WESTLEA CARE values in some way. Perhaps they have cooperated with each other to play a game or complete a group 

activity or shown resilience to keep going when a task or a learning activity has been a challenge. Visitors and other members of staff can nominate 

these students so it is very special if you are recognised for your efforts or for just being you! 

Character values  CA E

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term
Community Compassion Coopera on

Ambi on Ac ons Achievement

Respect Responsibility Resilience

Enjoyment Endeavour Empowerment



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other news… 

Reader, Writer and 

Mathematician of the week 

CARE VALUES SPRING TERM: COMPASSION, ACTIONS, RESPONSIBILITY AND ENDEAVOUR 

Well done to these 

students. They will all be 

entered into the end of 

term draw.  

Keep up your great learning 

attitude.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5  
NHS Decider Skills 

Decider skills are techniques used in the NHS 

to help individuals recognise and manage 

their thoughts, feelings and behaviours. This 

is aimed at Year5 pupils to help them by 

promoting better mental health and 

emotional resilience.  

Each week the pupils will be 

introduced to a different 

tool/strategy to help Year 5 build 

a useful emotional toolkit that will 

equip them for now and the 

future.  

Impact: 

The impact of the decider skills 

training will be pupils exposed to 

a skill set to help the as they grow 

older. It will allow them to build a 

sense of self and build self-

confidence and resilience.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other news… 
Class 1- Mindfulness session 

Class 4-Attendopoly activity 

Class 1 and 4, when gaining over 96% attendance in previous weeks, rolled the dice on our 

Attendopoly Game and landed on a mindfulness session and also an extra Forest School 

activity.  
  

Two lovely experiences to 

enhance any one’s week. 

Class 1 tried a mindfulness 

activity. Class 4 got to spend 

some time in nature and 

enjoy the outdoors.  
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In other news… 

Quality of Education:  

Subject spotlight… Science 

 
What skills do pupils learn through the subject of science?  

 

Science plays an important role in the primary education curriculum because it helps children understand the 
world around them and builds a strong foundation for lifelong learning.  
 
At an early age, pupils are naturally curious, and science nurtures this curiosity by encouraging them to ask 
questions, explore, and make sense of everyday phenomena. 
 

Through science lessons, pupils develop key skills such as observation, questioning, predicting, measuring, 
experimenting, and recording results.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The positive impact of science on pupils is significant. It promotes curiosity, creativity, and independent 
thinking, helping children become active learners rather than passive recipients of information. Science also 
supports literacy and numeracy through reading, writing, data handling, and simple calculations. Most 
importantly, it helps pupils develop a positive attitude toward learning, environmental awareness, and an 
early understanding of how science and technology affect their daily lives and future opportunities. 

 

Working in groups helps them build 

communication and collaboration skills, 

while hands-on activities improve fine 

motor skills and confidence in using 

simple tools and materials. 

They learn problem-solving, 
critical thinking, and basic 
scientific reasoning.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

Our book recommendations | BookTrust 

In February we are hoping to welcome all parents/carers in to school to work with your children to explore 
reading.  The school is running a Stay and Play reading workshop for every class - quite similar to the 
maths cafés last year but without the outside agency running it and unfortunately no vouchers.  The aim is 
to show you how to see reading opportunities in games, online reading platforms and fun five-minute 
activities that you can play with your child to support their learning. Focusing on reading and spelling in 
particular.  

Reading with your child is crucial for the development of language skills, emotional intelligence, and a 
strong parent-child bond.  It lays a foundation for academic success and lifelong learning by boosting 
vocabulary, imagination, empathy, focus, and providing comforting, distraction-free connection time.   

We hope to see you there. 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other news… 

Reading focus: English 

Cafes 

 

How do I help my son, daughter, grandchild 

read? 

 

What can I do to help them learn their 

spellings? 

 

How can I instil a love of reading? 

 

Come to the Westlea English Cafes for your 

child’s class and find out some top tips and 

games/activities you can try at home.  

SAVE THE DATE 
Class Date of cafe Time 

Class 1 6th Feb 1:30-3PM 

Class 2 5th Feb 1:30-3PM 

Class 3 9th Feb 1:30-3PM 

Class 4 3rd Feb 1:30-3PM 

Class 5 9th Feb 9-10:30AM 

Class 6 12th Feb 9-10:30AM 

Class 7 19th Feb 9-10:30AM 

Class 8 & 9 18th Feb 9-10:30AM 

  

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book-recommendations/booklists/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other news… 

Year 5: Police Drone 

experience  

Due to Class 7 entering the Seaham Police Drone competition 

before Christmas and then successfully Ella E winning, Class 7 

were in for a special treat this week. The police visited school 

to explain about the importance of drones, the amazing 

capacities of their drone, now called ‘The Watcher’ and they 

were also able to see what the drone was capable of doing.  

Cutting edge technology can be extremely useful and this will 

help Police keep our community safer.  

The drone can be operated and work up to 

120m up into the air! 

We learnt that night vision, speakers and lights can also be 

added to The Watcher to help assist the Police. 

Drones are now being used in many different industries, 

farming, emergency services, football and sports, filming 

and even Amazon are now delivering parcels using drones.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other news… 

Year 3 Pedestrian 

training session 2 

This week’s pedestrian session surrounded 

using safe places to cross roads.  

Pupils built upon their 

knowledge of crossing a 

road using The Green 

Cross Code. 

Crossing the road and being sensible around roads is 

a valuable lesson to learn to help pupils keep safe. 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other news… 

After-school club focus: 

Games Club 

Games Club is attended by pupils from KS1. It is held in Class 5 purposefully to ensure that pupils experience different Key Stage 

classrooms to help with transitioning into KS2 when the time comes. The adults involved in the club come from many different roles in 

school. 

Increasing concentration 

and focus on a task. 

Teachers and adults love to take the time to play 

games. Turn taking, speaking and listening, problem 

solving and patience/focus are ALL skills that are 

developed through attending the club.  

Supporting listening and 

communication skills 

KS1 pupils begin to create positive relationships 

with lots of other staff. This supports our enhanced 

transitions and fosters positive relationships with 

staff across our school setting.  

 

Promoting opportunities to 

negotiate with others and 

share ideas. 

Improving mental 

strategy, problem solving 

and thinking ahead. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other news… 

Community News 

Many thanks to Arran 

Coxon of Seaham Town 

Council for the kind money 

donation. This donation will 

be used to build upon our 

SEND resources and buy 

resources towards 

improving mental health 

and well-being areas in 

school. In particular, 

improving access for all, to 

our Westlea Woods 

provision and our new well-

being garden development. 

I would like to say a big thank 
you to all the pupils at Westlea 
Primary School who created 
beautiful birthday cards for my 
mum Jenny's 100th birthday on 
28th December. She was 
thrilled to receive so many 
cards. She had a lovely day 
celebrating her 100th birthday. 
Thank you to the staff for 
organising this. 
 
Can you please pass this 
message of thanks on to 
everyone. 
 
Thank you 
 
Carol, daughter of Jenny 
Dickeson 
 
 



 

 

E-Safety guidance 


