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ISSUE 31

Autumn term CARE values:
Every term we focused on 4 of our CARE values across
school. | mention these in assemblies and the children
and staff try to use these values throughout the term.
Our new CARE values are;
COMMUNITY, AMBITION, RESPECT AND ENJOYMENT

Protected Characteristics

Er

Orientation | Age

Gender
Disability Reassignment

Marriage and
Civil Partnership

A

Religion or belief

S ‘{\
Pregnancy
and Naternity

EVERYONE IS BACK TO SCHOOL FOR
Monday 5" January
KEY DATES
JANUARY
14t Y3 Pedestrian training
15 special menu — pizza party
21°'Y3 Pedestrian training
26'™ to 29" Y5 Bikeability
30" Y4 Bikeability
30*" Class 3 Parent assembly 2pm

FEBRUARY
4t Class 6 Parent Assembly 2pm
9th — 15" Children’s mental health week
10" Energy futures workshops
11t School Photographs
12* Year 1 Multiskills @ edc
13" Special menu — valentines
13%™ Class 7 Parent assembly 2pm
17 Special menu pancake day
Half term holiday break up 20 return 2"
March

MARCH — CAREERS MONTH
3 Wellbeing festival
5% World book day
10t Basketball competition and festival tbc

11* Class 4 parent assembly 2pm

Hello,

Our last week of term has been very memorable. We were delighted to host our
Christmas parties. EYFS, KS1, LKS2 and UKS2 parties were all full of excitement.
Pupils took part in traditional party games and danced with their friends. They
enjoyed snacks and refreshments and ended each party with a Christmas gift. Our
EYFS and KS1 parties also had a special visit from Father Christmas!

Other activities to read more about in this week’s newsletters are;

Class 1’s visit to Christ Church

Brass music concert (Y4, Y5 and Y6 pupils)
KS2 Christmas carol concert @ Christ Church
Christmas jumper and Christmas lunch day
PJ and movie day

Final Christmas sing-a-long assembly

We are incredibly proud of our pupils for their enthusiasm, creativity, and
engagement in all our activities.

We wish all of our families a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Mrs Scothern
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Mrs Jackson,

This week, Westlea say a fond farewell to Mrs Jackson. Mrs Jackson has
worked at Westlea Primary for 16 years and has been a Teaching
assistant for over 37 years.

She has helped hundreds of pupils across this time. Thank you for your
dedication to education. Enjoy your retirement!

Class 1
In this week’s edition we have focused on Class 1 for many of the
articles. This was to reflect on how much they have settled into school
and how far they have come in such a short space of time. Well done
Class 1. Let vour light shine!
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THIS WEEK'S

ATTENDANCE

WE
19.12.25

Class 1 97.5%
Class 2 95.4%
Class 3 97.7%
Class 4 99.2%
Class 5 94.1%
Class 6 97.6%
Class 7

Class 8/9 98.9%

Our Attendance Pledge

At Westlea we are committed to ensuring every child receives an excellent education,
and consistent attendance is fundamental to achieving this. Regular attendance directly
supports academic progress, fosters crucial social and emotional development, and
cultivates positive learning habits. By working together — pupils, parents, and staff —to
achieve our attendance target of 96%, we create a stable and supportive learning
environment that promotes uninterrupted learning, strengthens relationships, and
enhances each child's sense of belonging within our school community.

This week classes reached 96% or above.
Keep up the great work!
Our whole school attendance for WE 19.12.25is 93.6%

Our attendance for the year to date is 94.5%

Our target for this half term is 96% we are currently at 95.1%
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All classes have received hot chocolate and cookies as an end of

term treat.

ATENDOPOLY OUTCOMES THIS WEEK

SAFE GUARDING AND ATTENDANCE TEAM:
Mrs Scothern is our Designated Safe
Guarding Lead with Mrs Davey and Mrs
Simmons as Deputy Designated Safeguarding
Leads. Please get in touch with any queries or
concerns.




THIS WEEK'S
AWARDS

Jlh

Head Teacher’s Award

Willow (Class 1): Showing kindness by helping adults and pupils at breakfast club.
Paisley (Class 1): Showing kindness and lovely manners towards her friends.
Two pf our youngest pupils showing a perfect example of showing respecting towards others.

INDIVIDUAL CLASS STAR OF THE WEEK AWARDS RIGHTS RESPECTING AWARDS
Class 1 No IEdlvn:]uaIIawards tlhls wefek. Class 1 No Individual awards this week.
Class 2 The s:c 00 CABE values o Well done to everyone.
community, ambition, respect and Class 2
Class 3 enjoyment were shown‘across the Class 3
Class 4 week by all pupils.
ass Class 4
Class 5 In January we will begin to focus on — Vv o
Class 5 * Py,
Class 6 4 new CARE values. gb'ldl-'n%
Class 6 0800 1M~
Class 7 Class 7
Class 8 Class 8
Class 9 Class 9

Next week’s Right of the week-
January 2026

AKIG RIGHTS
RERL S CHILOREN
DEVELOP

FAMILY GUIDANGE  LIE SURVIVAL AND
DEVELOPMENT
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Character values: CARE

—
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Autumn Term

Spring Term

Summer Term

Community

Compassion

Cooperation

Ambition

Actions

Achievement

Respect

Responsibiljity

Resilience

Enjoyment

Endeavor

Empowerment

700D, CLOTHING.
A SATE HOME

3

REST.POAY. PROTECTION FRgM. PROTECTION
CULTUREARTS  HARMFUL WORK SEXUAUABUSE

& 2
CONVENTION
RIGHTS OF TH

Pupil discussions: Class 1 pupils
We discussed a recent visit to Christ Church and the importance of being kind to each other. We talked about how adults show kindness and
how pupils can show kindness. We discussed what to do if someone is unkind.

Head teachers awards: Our CARE values this term are...Community, Ambition, Respect and Enjoyment

These are given to pupils in school who have shone outside of the classroom. It maybe they have shown excellent manners and held a door for a visitor or a friend or
have shown our WESTLEA CARE values in some way. Perhaps they have cooperated with each other to play a game or complete a group activity or shown resilience to
keep going when a task or a learning activity has been a challenge. Visitors and other members of staff can nominate these students so it is very special if you are
recognised for your efforts or for just being you!




! |In other news...

” & | Brasstastic performances by
Y4, Y5 and Y6 musicians

Our whole school aim:

“At Westlea Primary School we learn together to achieve success for all, based on high expectations and equality of
access for all. We nurture the growth of the whole child — academically, artistically, socially, emotionally, morally
and physically — celebrating all achievements in a safe, caring, inclusive and creative environment. The whole team
works together to bring learning ‘alive’ and extend pupil experience...

...so that they are well prepared for the next steps in their education.”

During the week, we were entertained by an amazing musical performance of our brass musicians, led by Mr Hind. Every pupil
in Year 4 performed together and then we had a selection of pupils from Year 5 and 6 entertaining the audience. The audience
showed their appreciation and there was some audience participation for us all to enjoy. Well done to all the performers and

talented musicians.

C ENDEAVOR
AMBITION ACTIONS EMPOWERMENT




= in other news...

” : Class 1 visit Christ Church

To end their first term of school, our reception pupils visited Christ Church.
The pupils enjoyed finding out what Christ Church looked like at
Christmastime. A selection of pupils then came to have a discussion with Mrs
Scothern about what they did. These are their responses.

We did a treasure
hunt and had to
look for 10 stars.

We looked up high,
we looked down

low. They were all
over the church.

Joshua

U J

When | was in the church you had to use
inside voices so nothing would break.

Poppy

It’s very big. A big floor and a big N\
roof. We used inside voices because The angel in the story said,
it’s a special place to go. Eleanor “There’s a new baby, a special
born. His name is baby Jesus.”
Joshua
J

We made angels with paper
plates. We got wings and
needed lots of glue. The
angels are in church for

people to see. Eleanor

There were lots of

shepherds and kings and

angel costumes. The Rev
Anita said welcome to

the church. We watched

a lovely story on the big

board about Bethlehem

and about Jesus being

born.

Joshua j

There were beautiful
windows, made of glass, of
when Baby Jesus was a

grown up. Poppy

What was it like inside the Church?
It was nice because it had lots of
Christmas decorations. There were
costumes to dress up.
Eleanor

J

.




" In other news...

” Head teacher discussion

with Class 1 pupils

As we approach the end of our first term in school, it was the perfect opportunity to have a discussion with a group
of Class 1 pupils. Alfie, Evelyn and Penny were eager to discuss their thoughts about lots of different things.
Through the discussions the pupils clearly identified their understanding of kindness. They could confidently share
how they can show kindness and how adults in school show kindness to them. We also talked about what would
happen if someone was unkind to them and what they could do if this happens?

Finally, the children were able to explain what they love about Westlea Primary School. Well done Alfie, Penny and
Evelyn. You displayed a great understanding of school and how to be kind.

Evelyn: Kindness is sharing, love and friends.

What is Penny: “Your hair is so beautiful.” “l love you” You use nice words to each other.

kindness?

Alfie: Kind hands. Sharing and caring. You can’t push or hit someone.

Penny: Teachers help you draw animals.

How do

Alfie: When we are hurt/fallen over/poorly, teachers make sure we are ok. teachers

show

Evelyn: Teachers help when I’'m poorly. kindness?

Evelyn: Teachers help me learn how to write a song.

Penny: Say no thank you.

What do you

do if
someone is

Alfie: Tell a teacher. Then the teacher will sort it.

unkind?
Evelyn: “Stop. | don’t like that.”

Alfie: Everyone is kind.

Dinners

Alfie: | have a lot of friends.

Penny: | like my classroom and making cards.

What do
Penny: Playing with Evelyn. you love
about

Evelyn: | love playing with friends. school?

Assemblies- | like your assemblies Mrs
Scothern. You are good at them.

Evelyn: | love learning how to write.




“In other news...
ﬂ : Key Stage Two visit Christ
Church

KS2 pupils walked to Christ Church where
we took part in a special Carol Concert.
The pupils filled Christ Church with their
voices. There was such a special festive
atmosphere.

Westlea Primary would like to
wish ALL of the parishioners of
Christ Church a joyful and holy
Christmas. God bless you and
peace be with you all.

KS2 pupils walked to Christ Church where
we took part in a special Carol Concert.
The pupils filled Christ Church with their
voices. There was such a special festive
atmosphere.




In other news...
Christmas Jumper and
Christmas lunch day

oy el

:

v | et 1 it et T

Dear Pupils,

As we come to the end of a very busy term, we want to say
how proud we are of each and every one of you. You have
worked hard, tried your best, and shown kindness to your
friends and teachers. That makes our school a very special
place.

Christmas is a time for caring, sharing, and spending time
with the people we love. It’s also a time to think about how
we can be kind and helpful to others, just as you are every
day in school.

We hope your Christmas is filled with joy, laughter, and lots
of happy moments. Whether you are celebrating with
family, friends, or loved ones, remember to stay safe, be
kind, and look after one another.

Thank you for making our school such a happy place. We
can’t wait to see you all again in the New Year, ready for
more learning and fun.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

From,

Every adult at Westlea Primary School
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Thank you ladies for
the lovely food!




In other news...
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In other news...
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(| L Class 1 celebrate their first
term at school

Our amazing Class 1 have completed their first term of Westlea Primary School. We wanted to mark this moment
with a special treat.

They were invited to have a selection of Christmas stories with Mrs Scothern. We shared hot cholate and biscuits.
We even found a little creature in our school tree!



In other news...

Christmas sing-along

Ladies from Kitchen
think... P: 675, J: 399,
A: 490, L: 345

Guess the number of baubles on the
Christmas Tree

Class Estimate
1 555 '
D) 367 Guess how many baubles are on our huge |}
3 301 Christmas Tree?
4 382 Each class have been thinking about this
5 259 for a while and have finally decided on
6 256 their estimate. The correct number will be
7 224 announced in January? Which class do
8 180 you think is closest to the true value?
9 363 )




In other news...

PJ and movie day

Our final day of the Autumn term has arrived. We all arrived at school with our PJ’s on and ready for a day at the
movies.
Hot chocolate and biscuits were eaten and we ended our day with a Westlea tradition- our Christmas sing-along!
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In other news...

Community news

Greenscape

What a fantastic last day with the two
great lads Brock and Jude. Greenscape
teamed up with Seaham Golf Club to
plant 50 mixed trees. The two lads
worked really hard on a cold day but
their enthusiasm was magnificent.

| would also like to say a big thank you to
the golfer called Dav that took the time
to have a chat with the two lads and
thank them for their hard work. Thank
you Sir.

| also take this opportunity to thank all
the Mams, Dads and parents of children
a Merry Christmas and a happy New
Year for 2026. See you all next year.

It’s always wonderful to hear that our pupils are
22nd December making a positive impact on our community.

Saig:.g’é::&;n;:r a Well done Brock for all of your efforts.

magical visit,
complete with
photos and treats*

Book your time slot
online for FREE!

Or Visit:

https://www.seahammarina.com

/book-online ‘ l




In other news...

(| L Christmas support

\
)

If Christmas is a hard time for you, it's important
to remember that you are not alone.

Mental Health & Emotional Support -

for children, young people & families in County Durham

This is a great starting point o ) access support

w
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A

KOOTH | www.kooth.com

Free, safe and anonymous support around mental wellbeing for 11 years +

Emotional Health & Resilience Team | 03000 263 532

TEWV Crisis line | NHS 111 Option 2 | www.tewv.nhs.uk

24 hour service for young people experiencing a mental health crisis

Childline | 0800 1111 | www.childline.org.uk

Confidential telephone counselling service for any child with a problem

Mind | 0300123 3393 | www mind orguk
Pro 1 and signposting around mental health, including where to get help
and tr en 1S

Public Health Christmas Rainbow
Guide

During the Christmas period, some of
our mental health and emotional
support services take a short seasonal
break. To help ensure continued
wellbeing, we've shared a copy of the
Christmas Support Guide, along with a
link to the Durham County Council
resource page. These resources offer
practical, empowering ideas to support
the mental health and wellbeing of
children and young people throughout
the festive season. Mental health
support for children, young people and
families - Durham County Council

Young Minds | 0808 802 5544 | www.youngminds.org.uk

Helping young people around isolation and gaining support around mental health

PAPYRUS | 0800 068 4141 |

Confidential support and advice for young people wi of suicide

BEAT Youthline | 0808 8010711 |
Provides support for children and young people with an eating disorder

Remember your local school and GPs are available to help.
You are not alone, we can get through this together.

INHS

County Durham

Clinical Commissioning Group

Tees, Esk and Wear Valleys m

NHS Foundation Trust

Durham %%

County Council ‘sl

County Durham

Care Partnership(‘)

*
A
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https://www.durham.gov.uk/familiesmentalhealth
https://www.durham.gov.uk/familiesmentalhealth
https://www.durham.gov.uk/familiesmentalhealth

At Natlondl Ondine Safety, we belleve in empowering porents, carers and trusted odults with the information to hold on Informed conversation about online safety with thelr children, should they
feel it is needed. This guide focuses on one of many lssuss which we befleve trusted adults should be aware of, Please visit www.nationaloniinesalety.com for further guides, hints and tips for oduits.
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ationa
Online
Safety’
#WakeUpWednesday

@ www.nationalonlinesafety.com '@natonlinesafety n [NationalOnlineSafety @ @nationalonlinesafety
Users of this gulde do so at thelr own di ion. No liability is into. Current as of the date of release: 04.01.2023




