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KEY DATES 

 

10th December – EYFS Christmas Show 

11th December – Upper KS2 Christmas Show 

2PM 

12th December – Lower KS2 Christmas Show 

9AM 

12th December – KS1 Christmas Show 2PM 

 

15th December – Upper KS2 Christmas Party 

16th December – KS1 and Lower KS2 Christmas 

Party 

17th December – EYFS Christmas Party 

18th December – Christmas Dinner and Jumpers 

19th December – PJs and singalong 

 

BACK TO SCHOOL  

Monday 5th January 2026 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

The festive season with activities and experiences has been in full swing at 

Westlea. Pupils are continuing to complete lessons with the teachers’ linking 

learning objectives to Christmas themed activities.  

 

CHRISTMAS FAIR 

Many thanks for the wonderful support at the Christmas Fair held on Monday.  

There are still some monies to be calculated but we raised £830 on the evening. 

This will go towards Christmas parties and additional extras to enhance our setting. 

Raffle numbers were drawn on Friday afternoon. The winning numbers will be 

displayed in our main reception as well as in this week and next week’s newsletter.  

 

WESTLEA WESTEND SHOWS! 

Westend performances have hit Westlea school this week. A HUGE well done to every 

pupil in school from Nursery to Year 6 in their participation in the THREE DIFFERENT 

Christmas extravagances!  

 

Our youngest performers were fabulous, showing bravery and composure to perform 

on the stage. The singing dancing and acting were heart-warming to see and we are all 

so proud of you. The Sleepy Shepherd actors were brilliant and the additional Christmas 

songs made everyone in the hall full of Christmas cheer.  

 

Key stage one pupils performed their Christmas show stopper “Midwife Crisis!” The 

singing, acting and dancing thoroughly entertained us and the narrators spoke with 

confidence and composure. We definitely have some budding actors at Westlea. 

 

The whole of Key stage two joined together to produce an AMAZING show. I always 

say, and I know I’m biased, that we have the best singers in Seaham at this school. Their 

energy, enthusiasm and sense of community was really on display for their two 

performances.  

 

To all of our parents and carers, thank you for coming to support your children at this 

special time. It means a lot to us all at school.  

 

 

 

Autumn term CARE values: 
Every term we focused on 4 of our CARE values across 

school. I mention these in assemblies and the children 

and staff try to use these values throughout the term. 

Our new CARE values are; 
COMMUNITY, AMBITION, RESPECT AND 

ENJOYMENT 

Protected Characteristics 

EXTRA CURRICULAR CLUBS 

There will be no clubs in our final week before 

we break up for Christmas. Our wide variety of 

clubs will begin again in January. 

KS2 Christmas Choir 

Shoppers at Tesco got a surprise this week 

with singers from Westlea entertaining them.  

 

Pupils from KS2 choir performed some toe 

tapping Christmas songs and carols at Tesco. 

The singing was magical and brought a 

community feel to the store.  

Class 4 have a special Christingle activity.  

Read about the visit in this week’s 

newsletter. 
 

 

IN THIS WEEK’S NEWSLETTER 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 WE 
12.12.25 

Class 1 99.3% 

Class 2 95.4% 

Class 3 98.5% 

Class 4 90.8% 

Class 5 89.3% 

  Class 6 97.6% 

Class 7 96.3% 

Class 8/9 96.8% 

THIS WEEK’S 

ATTENDANCE 
Our Attendance Pledge 
At Westlea we are committed to ensuring every child receives an excellent education, 
and consistent attendance is fundamental to achieving this. Regular attendance directly 
supports academic progress, fosters crucial social and emotional development, and 
cultivates positive learning habits. By working together – pupils, parents, and staff – to 
achieve our attendance target of 96%, we create a stable and supportive learning 
environment that promotes uninterrupted learning, strengthens relationships, and 
enhances each child's sense of belonging within our school community. 
 

This week 5 classes reached 96% or above.  

Keep up the great work! 

Our whole school attendance for WE 12.12.25 is 95.6% 

Our attendance for the year to date is 95.3% 

Our target for this half term is 96% we are currently at 94.8% 

SAFE GUARDING AND ATTENDANCE TEAM: 

Mrs Scothern is our Designated Safe 

Guarding Lead with Mrs Davey and Mrs 

Simmons as Deputy Designated Safeguarding 

Leads. Please get in touch with any queries or 

concerns. 

ATENDOPOLY OUTCOMES THIS WEEK 

Classes who rolled the dice this week won; 

Class 1- Bingo/Quiz,  

Class 3- Fruit platter 

 Class 6- Ninja track/field 

Class7- Mindfulness session 

Year 6- Board games 

 



 

 

 

Photo of star of the weeks in Christmas prep 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INDIVIDUAL CLASS STAR OF THE WEEK AWARDS 

Class 1 Theo  

Class 2 Indy 

Class 3 Oscar  

Class 4 Lydia 

Class 5 Alana 

Class 6 Reuben 

Class 7 Chris 

Class 8  Isla C 

Class 9 Malaya 

RIGHTS RESPECTING AWARD 

Class 1 Amelia 

Class 2 Flynn 

Class 3 Imogen 

Class 4 Charlie 

Class 5 Archie 

Class 6 Olivia 

Class 7 Grace 

Class 8  Eden 

Class 9 Bronson 

THIS WEEK’S 

AWARDS 
Head Teacher’s Award 

Skye (Class1) for showing community spirit and a caring attitude towards others in school.  

 

 
 

Next week’s Right of the week- Article 31 – your right to relax and play 

 

 

Pupil discussions:  This week’s pupil discussions took place at Lunchtime. 

Whilst pupils were enjoyed their food, I spoke to them about lunchtimes 

and we talked about performances we had enjoyed this week.  

 

Head teachers awards: Our CARE values this term are…Community, Ambition, Respect and Enjoyment 
These are given to pupils in school who have shone outside of the classroom. It maybe they have shown excellent manners and held a door for a visitor or a friend or 

have shown our WESTLEA CARE values in some way. Perhaps they have cooperated with each other to play a game or complete a group activity or shown resilience to 

keep going when a task or a learning activity has been a challenge. Visitors and other members of staff can nominate these students so it is very special if you are 

recognised for your efforts or for just being you! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other news… 
PJ and movie (Friday) 

Our last day at school, the whole school has a movie and PJ Day. We will come to school in our 

comfortable PJ’s and spend the morning with our friends watching a movie (Please note: This is not 

a toy day). 

On the afternoon, the whole school comes together for our annual Christmas sing-a-long.  

Please remember that all pupils will still go outside for playtimes and lunchtimes so they will need 

some outdoor shoes and a warm coat.  

In other news… 

Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 

This week we found out that our fund raising in school for the RBL Poppy appeal came to £196.65 

As a district the RBL raised £22,700  

Many thanks to all of our families and pupils who show by their actions on a daily basis, that we really are a caring 

community.  

SHOUT OUT 

These dedicated School Council members were responsible 

for the Poppy Appeal Shop and collection of funds. You 

should be very proud of the part you have played in the 

fund raising. 

In other news… 

Well done Ella 

Congratulations Ella on winning a competition linked to Seaham 

Police. Ella’s winning design for the police drone will be created and 

her name ‘The Catcher’ will now be used by the police. Ella received 

a special certificate from the Mayor of Seaham and a gift of £50! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other news… 
Teaching and learning – 

Christingle  

 It was lovely to welcome Rev. Anita Burke to Class 4. Rev Anita 

discussed with Class 4 the importance of Christmas for Christians 

and the symbolism of the Christingle. The pupils created 

Christingles and then had some reflection and quiet time with Rev 

Anita.  

During the service, each person takes a Christingle and the candles are all lit to create a warm, magical glow symbolising the light of Christ 
and bringing hope to people living in darkness. 

Christingles are made using oranges and a few other bits, as you choose. You light the candle at the end of a service to spread a magical glow 
around everyone. 

Each element of a Christingle has a special meaning and helps to tell the Christian story: 

• The orange represents the world 

• The red ribbon (or tape) symbolises the love and blood of Christ 

• The sweets and dried fruit represent all of God’s creations 

• The lit candle represents Jesus’s light in the world, bringing hope to people living in darkness. 

• What Is Christingle? | The Children's Society 

Community links: We really value our strong 

links to Christ Church. Over the next 2 weeks, 

Class 1 will visit the church to explore how it 

looks at Christmastime. Next week, Key stage 

2 pupils will all visit and take part in a special 

carol concert.  

What have you learnt about 

in school today? 

 

We explored the words hope 

and love. Two lovely 

concepts to be exposed to in 

a different way. 

CARE VALUES AUTUMN TERM: COMMUNITY, AMBITION, RESPECT, ENJOYMENT 

https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/how-you-can-help/fundraise-and-events/christingle/what-is-christingle


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other news… 

Christmas Fair  

Our Christmas Fair did not 

disappoint. It was amazing! 

Many thanks for all of the kind 

donations and for the delicious 

cakes, pies and biscuits.  

 

It was a fabulous whole school 

community event and it was 

wonderful to see past pupils as 

well as extended family members.  

 

We have raised £830 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks to members of our 

community who came along with their 

stalls. Displaying some beautiful crafts to 

purchase.  

The lucky dip was a huge hit! 

There were some excellent bargains to be 

had. Our school toy and bric-a-brac stall 

was hugely popular. 

We have some excellent hampers in this year’s raffle. 

Raffle tickets winners are overleaf… 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Won by… Prize Ticket Colour Ticket Number 

Claimed 1 White brown border 373 

Claimed  2 White brown border 80 

 3 White brown border 172 

 4 Green 281 

Claimed 5 White brown border 322 

 6 Green 311 

 7 Green 444 

 8 Green 305 

Claimed 9 Grey 651 

Claimed 10 White brown border 222 

Claimed 11 Green 90 

Claimed 12 White brown border 132 

Claimed 13 Yellow 251 

Claimed 14 White brown border 280 

 15 Green 250 

Claimed 16 White brown border 321 

Claimed 17 White brown border 297 

 18 Yellow  221 

 19 White brown border 33 
Claimed 20 White brown border 297 

Claimed 21 Grey 475 

Christmas Raffle Draw 

Please come to the office with your winning ticket to claim your prize! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other news… 

EYFS “Sleepy Shepherd”  



 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other news… 

KS1 “Mid-wife Crisis!” 

 An outstanding performance from Year 2 and Year1 pupils! The singing, dancing and acting was brilliant. We 

definitely have some budding performers in our school.  

British Sign Language: The pupils in school have begun to learn BSL. During the performance classes were signing 

and singing. It always amazes me how our pupils are very accepting of each other and adapt how they 

communicate to help others.  

Well done 

Key Stage 

One. Your 

message for 

Christmas 

was 

wonderful 

to hear.  

“Nobody ever 

listens to a 

Donkey!” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other news… 
KS2 Christmas Concert 

 
The KS2 Christmas concert centred on the 

traditions and symbols used at Christmas 

time. The pupils explained about advert 

calendars, snowmen, Christmas trees and 

the craziness of Christmas shopping. We 

also took time to reflect on the first 

Christmas. Pupils spoke, sang and danced 

beautifully. They shone with their many 

talents.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other news… 

KS2 Christmas Choir at 

Tesco 

 

Pupils from Westlea KS2 Choir spread Christmas Cheer at 

Tesco. These talented pupils sang Christmas carols and 

songs to cheer up the shoppers.  

 

They displayed confidence and enjoyment. Thank you to 

Tesco for providing hot chocolate and cookies.  

 

Thank you also to the family members, carers and friends 

that came to support. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A community and caring spirit runs strong in this Y6 pupil. Amelia has been 

making Christmas bracelets for a number of years. The proceeds of which are 

then used to buy gifts for families at Christmas.  

This year, she has raised £2537.21.  

Her family are very supportive of Amelia’s fund raising and through these efforts, 

they will really make a magical Christmas for many families.  

Well done and thank you, Amelia! 

 

In other news… 

Community news 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other news… 

Community news 

Christmas sporting camp 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other news… 

Christmas support 

 
Public Health Christmas Rainbow 

Guide 

 

During the Christmas period, some of 

our mental health and emotional 

support services take a short seasonal 

break. To help ensure continued 

wellbeing, we’ve shared a copy of the 

Christmas Support Guide, along with a 

link to the Durham County Council 

resource page. These resources offer 

practical, empowering ideas to support 

the mental health and wellbeing of 

children and young people throughout 

the festive season. Mental health 

support for children, young people and 

families - Durham County Council 

 

https://www.durham.gov.uk/familiesmentalhealth
https://www.durham.gov.uk/familiesmentalhealth
https://www.durham.gov.uk/familiesmentalhealth


 

 

E-Safety guidance 


