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KEY DATES 

10th November – Odd Socks Day 

11th November – Nursery Habitat experience 

13th November – Class 2 and Class 4 Trip 

14th November – Children in need (Wear 

yellow or something spotty) 

18th November – Class 1 Trip 

18th November – Year 6 wildlife activity in 

school 

Week of 24th November – Book fair and open 

nights 

 

3rd December – Festive Run AM 

8th December – Christmas Fair 

 

10th December – EYFS Christmas Show 

11th December – Upper KS2 Christmas Show 

2PM 

12th December – Lower KS2 Christmas Show 

9AM 

12th December – KS1 Christmas Show 2PM 

 

15th December – Upper KS2 Christmas Party 

16th December – KS1 and Lower KS2 Christmas 

Party 

17th December – EYFS Christmas Party 

18th December – Christmas Dinner and 

Jumpers 

19th December – PJs and singalong 
 

 
 

 

A warm welcome back to everyone after half term. In school the pupils have settled back 

into their learning very well. This half term is a special one with many events to look forward 

to and lots of opportunities for great learning along the way. Staff look forward to meeting 

with parents and carers in our Open nights; Week beginning 24th November. Please take a 

look at the special dates and events on the front page as well as keeping up to date through 

your child’s See Saw class page.  

 

Glow in the dark Disco 
What better way to begin our new half term in school than to have a disco! 

Year 1, 2 and 3 enjoyed a Glow in the dark disco in the main hall whilst Y4, 5 and 6 danced 

away in the sports hall. The pupils involved looked amazing and you will find a sample of 

some photos from the discos in this week’s newsletter. EYFS enjoyed their disco in school on 

Wednesday. 

 

SEND Coffee morning:  
School hosted a SEND Coffee morning this week. Mrs Davenport, our SENCO as well as 

support staff across school, were available to speak to. School also invited other agencies 

and support groups that are available to access in our area. The Coffee morning allowed 

parents, carers and professionals to come together and share information. The responses 

from parents, carers and invited guest were all very positive.  “Together we can make a 

difference.” Many thanks to all staff who helped to organise the event.  

 

Connecting with our community, nature and the coast:  
Learning Beyond the Classroom: The Value of Educational Trips in Primary Education 
Linked to our Autumn Term’s CARE values of Community, Ambition, Respect, and Enjoyment 
 
At Westlea, we believe that learning doesn’t stop at the classroom door. Educational trips are 
an essential part of primary education — offering children opportunities to experience the 
world around them, connect with nature, and deepen their understanding of the topics they 
explore at school. These experiences bring our Autumn CARE values of; Community, 
Ambition, Respect, and Enjoyment to life. 
 
 

Mrs Scothern 

Autumn term CARE values: 
Every term we focused on 4 of our CARE values across 

school. I mention these in assemblies and the children 

and staff try to use these values throughout the term. 

Our new CARE values are; 

COMMUNITY, AMBITION, RESPECT AND 

ENJOYMENT 

Monday 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

 

 WE 
07.11.25 

Class 1 99.3% 

Class 2 98.5% 

Class 3 94.6% 

Class 4 96.2% 

Class 5 96.3% 

  Class 6 97.6% 

Class 7 96.3% 

Class 8/9 98.9% 

THIS WEEK’S 

ATTENDANCE 
Attendance Update 

We will continue to use our Attendopoly board with the classes to encourage great 

class attendance. Your child’s class rolls the dice if they collectively have an 

attendance over 96% (which is our school target). 

The pupils really enjoy participating with the game and finding out what space they 

will land on and what extra treat that might be for the class! 

 

 This week 7 classes reached 96% or above.  

Keep up the great work! 

Our whole school attendance for WE 07.11.25 is 97.2% 

Our attendance for the year to date is 95.8% 

Our target for this half term is 96% we are currently at 97.2% 

SAFE GUARDING AND ATTENDANCE TEAM:  

Mrs Scothern is our Designated Safe 

Guarding Lead with Mrs Davey and Mrs 

Simmons as Deputy Designated Safeguarding 

Leads. Please get in touch with any queries or 

concerns.  

ATENDOPOLY OUTCOMES THIS WEEK 

Classes who rolled the dice this week won; 
Class1: Cookery session 

Class2: Just Dance session 

Class4: Mindfulness session- cosmic yoga- mindfulness activities 

Class 5: Just Dance session 

Class6: £5 class decide on if they would like to save it or spend it 

on something. Class vote 

Class7: Extra field time or Ninja track time 

Year 6: Extra PE session 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INDIVIDUAL CLASS STAR OF THE WEEK AWARDS 

 WE 7.11.25 

Class 1 Evalyn 

Class 2 Denny 

Class 3 Alma-Rose 

Class 4 Jessica 

Class 5 Bowie 

Class 6 India 

Class 7 Robyn 

Class 8 and 9 Darcie and Kobe 

RIGHTS RESPECTING AWARDS 

 WE 7.11.25 

Class 1 Miller  

Class 2 Niyah 

Class 3 Jackson 

Class 4 Mailarni 

Class 5 Mia 

Class 6 Poppy 

Class 7 Luna 

Class 8 and 9 Jacob and Kenzi 

THIS WEEK’S 

AWARDS 
Head Teacher’s Award 

This week has been a brilliant week of learning. Well done to Violet, Estelle, Lydia and Ella for displaying a love of writing.  

Well done to Ayla, Arthur GR, Harrison C and Jackson for brilliant maths work involving pairs to 10.  

Well done to Elliott showing displaying great understanding of why we wear poppies and being very respectful and thoughtful 

towards this topic. Oscar F showed kindness and compassion to younger pupils this week. We are proud of you all! 

 

Next week’s Right of the week- Article 29 – Your right to become the best you 

can be. 

 

 

Pupil discussions:  This week our pupil discussions were around Bullying and 

that next week is anti-bullying week. We talked about what we would do if we 

felt we were being bullied and also the adults in school and home that we can 

talk to. We also discussed what we are enjoying learning about in class. 
 

 Head teachers awards: Our CARE values this term are…Community, Ambition, Respect and Enjoyment 
These are given to pupils in school who have shone outside of the classroom. It maybe they have shown excellent manners and held a door for a 

visitor or a friend or have shown our WESTLEA CARE values in some way. Perhaps they have cooperated with each other to play a game or complete a 

group activity or shown resilience to keep going when a task or a learning activity has been a challenge. Visitors and other members of staff can 

nominate these students so it is very special if you are recognised for your efforts or for just being you! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other news… 

Class 4 has a Visitor! 

CARE VALUES AUTUMN TERM: COMMUNITY, AMBITION, RESPECT, ENJOYMENT 

On the last day before half term, Class 4 got a huge surprise when a special visitor 

came to tea. The pupils have been using a text by Judith Kerr for lots of their 

writing the last half term. “The Tiger who came to tea” 

The Tiger heard how much fictional and non-fictional writing they have been 

completing and decided to visit to congratulate them. They were thrilled to have 

such a special guest. Thank goodness it didn’t eat all of our food! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coastal visits 

Class 5 visited Limekiln beach and 

completed tasks surrounding geology 

of our landscape. The children 

investigated different types of rocks 

which embedded and deepened 

learning. They created a model 

showing how rocks was formed.  

Community - Building Stronger 

Links  
Many of our trips celebrate our local area 
and its natural spaces, helping children 
feel proud of where they live and 
encouraging families to explore these 
places together. By learning in and about 
our community, pupils develop a deeper 
sense of belonging and stewardship. 
Westlea are proud of where we live and 
how it shapes us as people. We want the 
pupils in our school to become active 
members of their community making a 
positive impact to society.  
 
 
 

 

Ambition – Inspiring Curiosity and Lifelong 

Learning 
When children step outside the classroom, 
their curiosity naturally comes alive. Whether 
it’s a visit to a local nature reserve, a farm, or a 
woodland area, these experiences encourage 
children to ask questions, make discoveries, 
and think creatively. Outdoor learning helps 
them see the real-world impact of what they 
study in science, geography, and beyond. By 
fostering curiosity and wonder, educational 
trips help children develop a lifelong love of 
learning — a key part of our ambition for every 
pupil. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respect – Connecting with Nature and the 

Community 
Spending time in natural settings teaches children 
respect — for the environment, for living things, 
and for each other. They learn the importance of 
caring for wildlife, protecting habitats, and 
appreciating the beauty of the natural world. 
Trips often involve teamwork and shared 
responsibility, giving children the chance to 
practice respect in action — listening to others, 
working together, and valuing everyone’s 
contributions. 
 

 

Class 3 went to the Blast Beach area and went 

on a nature walk. Dee explained about all of 

the plants that were around them and how 

they helped different animals and insects to 

survive. They talked about habitats.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Let’s follow the arrows and see where it 

takes us.” 

Curiosity and engagement 

Ambition: 
I’ve never walked this far before. 

“What can we see, hear, smell, touch on our 

walk. There are some berries. Should we eat 

them? ... Why not?” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class 7, Nose’s point wildlife walk: They saw physical and human landmarks. 

They discussed the environment and how best to preserve it.  

 

In essence, educational trips linked 
to nature are far more than a day 
out — they are an investment in 
our children’s growth, curiosity, 
and connection to the world. 
Together, through ambition, 
respect, and enjoyment, we 
nurture learners who care for their 
community and the environment 
they share. 
 

Enjoyment – Learning Through 

Experience 
Educational trips make learning 
memorable and fun. The excitement of 
exploring new places, seeing wildlife up 
close, or taking part in hands-on 
activities brings lessons to life. This 
sense of enjoyment enhances wellbeing 
and helps children build positive 
associations with learning. 
When pupils enjoy what they do, they’re 
more engaged, confident, and ready to 
take on new challenges. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other news… 

Disco  

Glow in the dark discos 2025 

Year 1, 2 and 3 had lots of fun in 

the main hall whilst Year 4, 5 and 

6 enjoyed their disco in the 

Sports hall. 

Reception and Nursery had lots 

of fun at their disco too! 

Everyone looked amazing!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glow in the dark discos 2025 

Year 1, 2 and 3 had lots of fun in the main hall whilst 

Y4, 5 and 6 enjoyed their disco in the Sports hall. 

Reception and Nursery had lots of fun at their disco 

too! 



 

Staff vaccines – practictioner loved being back in our school – she commented that staff are so friendly and 

approciable and everything is so well organised. She is a huge Harry Potter fan so loved spending time in our Harry 

Potter Room. 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other news… 

SEN coffee morning 
Westlea held a SEND coffee morning where any parent/carer was welcome to attend. School staff, Mrs Scothern, Mrs 

Davenport (SENDCO), other teachers and teaching assistants were available to talk to.  

Many thanks to the local charities and organisations, Emotional resilience team, School Nurse, Family Hub, Seaham 

High School SENDCO, SEND Sunderland, MCT, Durham Carers and other therapeutic groups that came and shared 

information and support.  

“Definitely helpful. It has given me a 

plan and information. I know my child 

is supported and happy at Westlea but 

I am thinking about the next step 

going to Seaham High.” 

“As a parent, this coffee 

morning helped me 

understand my daughter 

more and what I can do to 

help her sensory needs.” 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Family hub has helped me understand that I can go to 

drop ins for my child.” 

“Very welcoming. Westlea staff who care and listen. The coffee 

morning had a good range of services.”  

“Very warm and welcoming. One 

of the better schools I have been 

to. Staff are happy to learn and 

you can see the willingness to 

learn and support not only the 

child but the parents also.” 

“I feel like I’ve spoken to the right people in the room.” 

“This has been invaluable for 

me as a practitioner. I have 

identified some training that 

will benefit myself and other 

staff who support pupils in 

school.” 

“I found out about 

a sensory therapy 

room that we can 

access as a family. I 

spoke to two 

practitioners and 

they have already 

got back to me and 

helped my family.” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other news… 

Odd socks day 

Monday 10th of 

November is Odd 

Socks Day – all pupils 

and staff are welcome 

to come in to school 

with odd or colourful 

socks on to celebrate 

the diverse and 

unique community 

we have in school. 

Westlea accepts and 

welcomes everyone. 

This launches anti 

bullying week which 

this year has the 

theme of the Power 

of Good. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other news… 

Fire service visit: 

Reception class 

The firefighters helped us learn about staying safe at Halloween and around bonfires and 
fireworks. They also told us about their jobs, how they are all different but need to work 
together as a team… watch manager, crew manager and firefighters. 
 

Enjoyment and 

experiences 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

          

E-Safety guidance 


