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KEY DATES 

 

8th October - Harvest Festival KS2 – am or pm 

show 

9th October – Harvest Festival KS1 

 

Week of 20th October – healthy week 

20th October – Wellbeing Day 

22nd October – Young leaders training 

24th October – School nursing team workshops 

 

HALF TERM – break up 24th October return 3rd 

November 

 

3rd November – Glow in the dark disco 

Week of 24th November – Book fair and open 

nights 

 

3rd December – Festive Run AM 

8th December – Christmas Fair 

 

10th December – EYFS Christmas Show 

11th December – Upper KS2 Christmas Show 2PM 

12th December – Lower KS2 Christmas Show 9AM 

12th December – KS1 Christmas Show 2PM 

 

15th December – Upper KS2 Christmas Party 

16th December – Lower KS2 Christmas Party 

17th December – EYFS Christmas Party 

18th December – Christmas Dinner and Jumpers 

19th December – PJs and singalong 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

At Westlea; “We work together to achieve success for all.” 
 
This week has been a hardworking week for all. The pupils are now starting to fully 

understand the expectations, routines and work that the teachers in their classes are 

asking of them. This is always planned and designed in a way that is age and ability 

appropriate.  

Senior leaders examined pupils’ maths and science books (Y1-Y6) in school this week to 

ensure that the standard of teaching and quality of learning remains high.  

 

At Westlea, staff want the very best for every child at school and will always expect high 

standards in how they conduct themselves in class and around school. School in its nature 

is a place of education and to learn, with this every person at school is on this journey.  

 

We will always support and encourage students to be the best person and learner they 

can be. We will always be here to work alongside parents and carers in a unified way to 

achieve this.  

 

Uniform, hair and earring reminders:  

Can we remind all parents and carers of our school uniform and ask for your support in 

sending your child/ren to school wearing the uniform. If any family needs support with 

this, please contact school as we do have some spare uniform that could help you achieve 

this.  

 

Could I also remind parents/carers of ensure your child/rens’ earrings are small and flat 

to the ear if worn.  No earrings should be worn on PE days or these should be covered 

with tape at home.  

Please see the information surrounding uniform in the newsletter.  

 

School Football news: 

Wednesday 1st October A team played against St Joseph’s RC, The score was an amazing 

6-1 win for Westlea! A great start to our league fixtures. 

Our Westlea B team represented the school wonderfully in the Ian Gustard Cup 

competition on Thursday 2nd. They performed very well for their first matches together 

and we came awa y with a draw and a loss. 

 

Consultation letter  

In our newsletter this week, there is information regarding the school entering a 

consultation period. Please see the letter attached within this week’s newsletter.  

 

Applications for Primary and Secondary places  

If your child is due to start primary school in September 2026, you will need to apply for a 

place. Even if your child is in a school nursery, you need to apply for a reception place. 

You need to complete the online application at 

https://durham.gov.uk/schooladmissions. If you don’t live in Durham, you will need to 

make your application to the LA where you pay your council tax. The closing date for all 

applications is 15 January 2026. You are advised to list at least three school preferences 

on your application. It is very important that if you want your child to attend Westlea 

that you put us down as first choice. 

 

Secondary school applications: If your child is due to start secondary school in September 

2026, you need to complete the online application at 

https://durham.gov.uk/schooladmissions If you don’t live in Durham you will need to 

make your application to the LA where you pay your council tax. The closing date for all 

applications is 31 October 2025.. There is no guarantee you will get your first choice. 

Please list more than one school. 

Autumn term CARE values: 
Every term we focused on 4 of our CARE values across 

school. I mention these in assemblies and the children 

and staff try to use these values throughout the term. 

Our new CARE values are; 

COMMUNITY, AMBITION, RESPECT AND 

ENJOYMENT 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 WE 
03.10.25 

Class 1 90 

Class 2 97.7 

Class 3 93.1 

Class 4 99.2 

Class 5 97 

  Class 6 94.8 

Class 7 95.3 

Class 8/9 95.4 

THIS WEEK’S 

ATTENDANCE 

Attendance Update 

The School Day starts at 8:30-8:45am 
The school doors open at 8.30am, and close at 8:45am. If children arrive after this time, 
they will have to enter school by the main entrance where they will receive a late mark.  
Children arriving after 9.00am will receive an unauthorised absence mark. 
It can be very unsettling for children to arrive late, and they will have missed important 
teaching input. Please ensure your child is in school on time every day. 

This week 4 classes reached 96% or above.  

Keep up the great work! 

Our whole school attendance for WE 03.10.25 is 95.1 % 

Our attendance for the year to date is 95.7% 

Our target for this half term is 96% we are currently at 95.7% 

SAFE GUARDING AND ATTENDANCE TEAM:  

Mrs Scothern is our Designated Safe 

Guarding Lead with Mrs Davey and Mrs 

Simmons as Deputy Designated Safeguarding 

Leads. Please get in touch with any queries or 

concerns.  

ATENDOPOLY OUTCOMES THIS WEEK 

Classes who rolled the dice this week won; 

Class 2 – Ninja track 

Class 4 – Just dance 

Class 5 – Lego/construction 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INDIVIDUAL CLASS STAR OF THE WEEK AWARDS 

 WE 03.10.25 

Class 1 Alfie 

Class 2 Elliott 

Class 3 Senirosi 

Class 4 Ruby 

Class 5 Kataleiya 

Class 6 Troy 

Class 7 Ava 

Class 8 and 9 Eden 

RIGHTS RESPECTING AWARDS 

 WE 03.10.25 

Class 1 Myla 

Class 2 Riah-Daisy 

Class 3 Alma 

Class 4 Violet 

Class 5 Harper 

Class 6 Magnus 

Class 7 Finley 

Class 8 and 9 Lilly R 

THIS WEEK’S 

AWARDS 
Head Teacher’s Award 

Sometimes it’s quiet actions that can make the most difference… 

Well done to Holly K (Year 2) for always having a calming presence. Holly works diligently in every lesson. 

Kray and Jacob received award this week for excellent contributions and behaviours in school. Mitch was 

selected for his willingness to step up to represent the school in cross country. 
 

Next week’s Right of the week- Article  14 

Your right to follow your own religion. 

 

 

Pupil discussions: What do you think about our school?  

I like learning and geography and science. The teachers are friendly, I like my friends. I love hot 

chocolate. I enjoy our trips and also European day. The pupils this week helped in giving 

feedback about their experiences at school. Their feedback will be on display in the main hall 

for others to see.  
 

 Head teachers awards: Our CARE values this term are…Community, Ambition, Respect and Enjoyment 
These are given to pupils in school who have shone outside of the classroom. It maybe they have shown excellent manners and held a door for a 

visitor or a friend or have shown our WESTLEA CARE values in some way. Perhaps they have cooperated with each other to play a game or complete a 

group activity or shown resilience to keep going when a task or a learning activity has been a challenge. Visitors and other members of staff can 

nominate these students so it is very special if you are recognised for your efforts or for just being you! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please see a consultation letter regarding reducing our PAN (Pupil Admissions Number), from 38 to 30, in school. This 

will take effect from September 2027. Any existing classes over this number are not affected by these changes but 

moving forward the change in this number should have a positive benefit to the children, staff and wider community 

in school.  

The school will also be capping our other classes Y1-Y6 to a maximum of 30 however, existing pupils in school are not 

affected by this.  

https://westleaprimaryschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/consultation.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations Rev Anita! 

Rev Anita Burke is one of our co-opted governors – this means she is a member of the local community that helps the 

school make decisions and supports our children and staff. She is our governor for Religious Education and works 

alongside Mrs Mac. 

Rev Anita has been working at Christ Church in Seaham for around a year now and has been an asset to the church, the 

community and to our school – she has now been appointed as Priest in Charge of Christ Church in Seaham. 

Congratulations Rev Anita! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other news… 
Consultation letter 1st Oct – 26TH Nov 

CARE VALUES AUTUMN TERM: COMMUNITY, AMBITION, RESPECT, ENJOYMENT 

In other news… 
Governor news 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Head Teachers 

Chat  

Every week, each class has a Star of the Week award that is presented in Celebration assembly.  Pupils from Y1- Y6, 

who are recognised for this, are then asked to come along during the week for a Hot Chocolate and a pupil discussion 

with Mrs Scothern. 

During this time, Mrs Scothern asks questions surrounding many topics in school. These discussions will range from 

how to keep safe, what do we mean by bullying, pupils learning experiences, homework, how do teachers help you, 

what are the school lunches like… the list goes on. The pupils who attend the discussions are always respectful of 

each other’s opinions and listen carefully. Mrs Scothern takes notes and feeds these responses back to staff and 

Senior leaders in school.  

Pupils also get to ask questions about the school and improvements or plans ahead. They really do help shape 

decisions made at school.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A sample of some of the brilliant 

responses given in this week’s Head 

Teacher discussions. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The act which became law in April 2025 aims to help schools to minimise the impact of a 

terrorist attack. Its purpose is to improve protective security and organisational preparedness 

across the UK. 

Terrorists have targeted a wide range of people and places in recent years. It is not always 

possible to predict where in the UK an attack might happen, or the type of premises or events 

that could be impacted – either directly (as the target of an attack) or indirectly (by being 

located near to the target of an attack). The threat level from terrorism in the UK is currently 

substantial, meaning an attack is likely. That is why having effective procedures in place is 

important.  

The Department for Education (DfE) have supported the introduction of the act. They have 

worked with the Home Office to set out the policy for education settings. 

All schools will need to have appropriate procedures in place. This includes: 

• evacuation (to get people out of the building) 

• invacuation (moving people to a safe place) 

• lockdown (to secure the premises against attackers) 

• communication 

There is no requirement to put physical security measures in place. 

These procedures will be developed across the next two years. The government will publish 
statutory guidance during this period. This guidance will assist schools to understand the 
requirements set out in the legislation and keep parents informed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other news… 

Safeguarding – Martyn’s 

Law 

https://www.mi5.gov.uk/threats-and-advice/terrorism-threat-levels
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Chartwells new menu will launch after october half term and is available 

to view on our school website. 

 

 

 

 

 

In other news… 

Special menu day! 

On Thursday 9th October Chartwells have a special menu. All pupils are 

welcome to stay even if usually having a packed lunch! 

Jacket potatoes will also be served 

Reminder – no nuts or nut products in school at any time. This is very important. If we suspect 

nuts may be in a product we must remove the product from the main school hall and contact 

families. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Girls Year1/Year 2 Race 3rd place small schools 

Boys Year1/Year 2 Race 3rd place small schools 

Girls Year3/Year 4 Race 2nd pace small schools 

Boys Year3/Year 4 Race 2nd place small schools 

Girls Year5/Year 6 Race 2nd place small schools 

Boys Year5/Year 6 Race 4th place small schools 

 

A special mention to Charlotte who came 8th out of 200 runners and to Miller who came 7th out of 200 runners. 

 

 

In other news… 

Cross country 

Well done to all of our Cross-Country runners today. These athletes represented the school at the Easington 

district Cross Country competition. This was held at East Durham College, Peterlee.  

Our pupils displayed grit and determination to run in their age categories against a very good standard of 

runners from the East Durham area. They really enjoyed the experience and were able to come back to school 

and share their thoughts and feelings with their classmates.  

A special well done to Mitch in Year1, who stepped in at the last minute to represent school. Mitch you were 

amazing and really helped you team today.  

This term’s CARE values of Community, Ambition, Respect and Enjoyment were fully on display! 

 

The Results are created by adding up the positions the pupils finished in and t5he overall lowest score indicates 

the stronger running team. As you can see we did exceptionally well. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other news… 

Westlea Woods EYFS 

You can’t help but smile when you visit the 

Nursery pupils in the woods. You hear the 

chatter and discussions before seeing 

children enjoying nature.  

Every week, the pupils spend a full session 

down in the woods and explore the 

environment, learning through play, whilst 

learning, taking risks and keeping safe. 

What have we found? 

 

The teachers help us know how to keep 

ourselves safe but enjoy and explore the 

woodland area. 

WHAT’S IN A STICK? 
Building Physical Skills 
 
Sparking Imagination and Creativity 
 
Encouraging Social Interaction 
 
Safety Around Sticks 

 

The Magic of Sticks in Play 
Sticks are among nature’s most basic things, yet they 
offer endless opportunities for creative and 
adventurous play. Children naturally gravitate towards 
sticks, drawn by their texture, shape, and sheer 
potential. When kids play with sticks, they’re not just 
entertaining themselves; they’re engaging in a form of 
play that promotes physical activity, creativity, and 
cognitive development. 
 

If you go down to the wood today, 

You’re in for a big surprise! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sparking Imagination and Creativity 
A stick is never just a stick. It can be 
transformed into anything a child 
desires, limited only by their 
imagination. This open-ended nature 
of stick play fosters creativity and 
problem-solving skills. When children 
engage in imaginative play with sticks, 
they learn to think outside the box, 
experiment with ideas, and invent new 
games and stories. This kind of play 
also allows kids to explore different 
roles and scenarios, helping them 
understand the world around them and 
their place in it. 
 

By encouraging kids to be mindful of their 
surroundings, reminding them to avoid swinging 
or throwing sticks near others, and encouraging 
other safe stick-use practices, we can turn what 
some see as a hazard into a valuable tool for 
creativity and exploration. It’s about finding a 
balance between safety and allowing children the 
freedom to engage with the natural world in 
meaningful ways. 
 



 

 

 

 

In other news… 

Digital guidance 


