
Westlea Primary School, Seaham 
 
Promoting British Values as part of spiritual, moral, social and 

cultural (SMSC) development 
 
The promotion of British Values at Westlea Primary- context  
 
The November 2014 DfE Guidance on ‘Promoting British Values as part of SMSC 
development in schools’ states:  
‘All maintained schools must meet the requirements set out in section 78 of the Education Act 
2002 and promote the spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development of their pupils. 
Through ensuring pupils’ SMSC development, schools can also demonstrate they are actively 
promoting fundamental British values….  
 
Schools should promote the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, 
individual liberty, and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs.’  

 
 
All our work at Westlea Primary School is guided and informed by our mission statement:  

VISION STATEMENT 

At Westlea Primary School we learn together to achieve success for all. 

AIMS 

At Westlea Primary School we aim to- 

·      Develop true potential, with success for all within a safe, creative environment. 

·      Provide a caring ethos with respect and empathy throughout, developing a sense of 

citizenship. 

·      Value honesty and promote good behaviour. 

·      Lay the foundations for life-long learning, fostering links with the wider community. 

·      Nurture the growth of the whole child celebrating all achievement. 

 
We aim to make everyone’s time at Westlea School an enjoyable and rewarding experience and 
achieve our mission statement by:  
- promoting the highest standards of teaching and learning  

- providing a rich and stimulating curriculum  

- encouraging the development of self-confidence, self-discipline and healthy living  

- developing a spiritual awareness  

- promote a Christian ethos whilst respecting other people’s faith  

- welcoming the involvement of parents and other members of the local community  



- expecting everybody to understand their own rights and take responsibility to respect the rights of 
others  

- expecting everybody to make a positive contribution to our school, the wider community and our 
planet  

- providing an environment where all feel safe from bullying and discrimination.  

 
The school has a wide-ranging and successful SMSC programme encompassing our school 
ethos, curriculum work, positive relationships within school, assemblies and collective 
worship, engagement with parents and families and enrichment activities, including visits 
and visitors.  
 
Please see our school self-evaluation document for more details of our full SMSC provision. 
Many of these SMSC activities aim to develop pupils’ understanding of British values and 
prepare children for life in modern Britain.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The promotion of British Values at Westlea Primary– examples of activities 
 
The table below seeks to set out how we teach, learn about and promote each aspect of the 
British values described in the DfE guidance (November 2014). It also sets out where further 
evidence can be found for each aspect.  

 

 
Through their SMSC 

provision schools should: 
Examples of how we do this at 

Westlea Primary 
Evidence 

enable students to develop their 
self-knowledge, self-esteem and 
self-confidence 

- Positive behaviour policy, including way in 
which sanctions are implemented  
- Class assemblies/music assemblies/Arts 
Projects/contributions to assemblies– regular 
opportunities to share and perform  
- PSHE curriculum and circle times  
- Rights Respecting Schools work  
- Pupil premium reading group – developing 
knowledge and reading for pleasure  
- Individual/tailored support for individuals – see 
case studies  
- School choir  
-Extra-curricular program 
- Employment of listening matters mentors 
School counsellor 

- Positive Behaviour and Anti Bullying 
Policy  
- Right Respecting work – including level 
2 accreditation self-evaluation document  
-Investors in children’s award (5 
consecutive years) 
-Eco-school silver award (Children’s 
working party) 
-Rainbow flag award 
-Heritage award 
- School Games Gold award 
- Case studies of individual support  
- PSHE pupil work  
- Displays 
- Evidence of impact of Pupil premium 
work 
 

- enable students to distinguish 
right from wrong and to respect 
the civil and criminal law of 
England  
 

- Implementation of Positive Behaviour Policy, 
including discussions with parents where 
appropriate  
- Right Respecting charters  
- Assemblies and collective worship  
- Legal learning – Year 5 PSHE/C curriculum  
-Community police visits 
-Involvement in Neighbourhood watch program 
(Year 6) 

- Positive Behaviour and Anti Bullying 
Policy  
- reflection sheets completed by pupils 
and incident forms  
- Assembly plans and resources  
- Right Respecting work – including level 
2 accreditation self evaluation document  
 

Related knowledge and 
understanding:  
- an appreciation that living under 
the rule of law protects individual 
citizens and is essential for their 



well-being and  
 

Encourage respect for other 
people  
 
Related knowledge and 
understanding:  
- an acceptance that other people 
having different faiths of beliefs to 
oneself (or having none) should 
be accepted and tolerated, and 
should not be the cause of 
prejudicial or discriminatory 
behaviour  
 
- an understanding of the 
importance of identifying and 
combating discrimination  
 

Rights Respecting Schools work  
- Assemblies  
- Positive Behaviour Policy and implementation  
- Relationships in school, modelling of positive 
relationships  
- RSE, including discussion on stereotyping  
- Staff training on challenging homophobic 
language  
- Monitoring of behaviour incidents for patterns 
of discrimination  
-Child protection Level 1 training  
 

Learning walk evidence, including 
governor learning walk evidence  
- Feedback from workshop facilitators 
and supply teachers about pupils’ 
positive behaviour 
-Assertive mentoring annual overview  
- Children’s behaviour survey  
- Equalities policies and plans  
-KS1 School buddies 
-KS2 School buddies 
-Active School Council- regular 
assemblies  
- Behaviour reports to governors  
 

Encourage respect for democracy 
and support for participation in the 
democratic processes, including 
respect for the basis on which the 
law is made and applied in 
England  
 
Related knowledge and 
understanding:  
- an understanding of how citizens 
can influence decision-making 
through the democratic process  
 

PSHE/C curriculum work -Year 5 democratic 
process, including debating, drama workshops 
on elections  
- Persuasive writing topics  
- Espresso news/First news – to develop 
understanding of democratic processes  
- School wide annual school council elections 
(secret ballot, teaching about voting, ballot 
papers, ballot box, campaigning, hustings)  
- Class school council rep elections  
- ‘How can I make a difference’ ideas – including 
voting  
- School council trip to town hall for debate and 
to Houses of Parliament  
 

Work samples and plans – Y5  
- Persuasive writing topics from across 
the school  
- Evidence of school council votes and 
campaigns  
- Trips to local council and national 
parliament  
-Display 
 

 
 

Democracy: 
Pupils have the opportunity to have their voices heard through our many pupil voice groups including, 
School Council, Eco- group, On-line safety squad, Rights Respecting groups and Pupil 
questionnaires. The elections of school councilors. Our school behaviour policy involves rewards, 
which the pupils decide upon. On a daily basis, children decide upon aspects of their school 
curriculum and school opportunities in a democratic way. Leaver’s party, Read Write Inc. Group 
names, lunch time menu. Pupils have weekly head teacher discussions in Hot Chocolate with the 
head teacher.  
 
The Rule of Law: 
The importance of Laws, whether they be those that govern the class, the school, or the country, are 
consistently reinforced throughout regular school days, as well as when dealing with behaviour and 
through school collective worship. Pupils are taught the value and reasons behind laws, that they 
govern and protect us, the responsibilities that this involves and the consequences when laws are 
broken. Visits from authorities such as the Police, PSCOs, Fire Service etc. are regular parts of our 
calendar and help reinforce this message. 
 
Individual Liberty: 
Within school, pupils are actively encouraged to make choices, knowing that they are in a safe and 
supportive environment. As a school we educate and provide boundaries for young pupils to make 
choices safety, through of provision of a safe environment and empowering education.  Pupils are 
encouraged to know, understand and exercise their rights and personal freedoms and advise how to 
exercise these safely, for example through our E-Safety and PSHE lessons. Whether it be through 
choice of challenge, of how they record, of participation in our numerous extra-curricular clubs and 
opportunities, pupils are given the freedom to make choices.  
  
 
 



Mutual Respect: 
Part of our school ethos and behaviour policy has revolved around Core Values such as ‘Respect’, 
and pupils have been part of discussions and assemblies related to what this means and how it is 
shown. Posters around the school promote respect for others and this is reiterated through our 
classroom and learning rules, as well as our behaviour policy. 
  
Tolerance of those of Different Faiths and Beliefs: 
This is achieved through enhancing pupils understanding of their place in a culturally diverse society 
and by giving them opportunities to experience such diversity. Assemblies and discussions involving 
prejudices and prejudice-based bullying have been followed and supported by learning in RE and 
PSHE. Members of different faiths or religions are encouraged to share their knowledge to enhance 
learning within classes and the school. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Teaching British Values 
 

Year Group Democracy Rule of Law Individual Liberty Mutual Respect Tolerance of those 

of Different Faiths 

Foundation 

 

In class decisions made fairly, e.g.story time 

books. Voting for preferences. 

 

Selling/making of poppies in school 

Remembrance of those who fought for our 

democracy and liberty 

 

School Charter/RRS 

School rules 

Positive Behaviour Policy, including 

discussions with parents where appropriate  

- Right Respecting class charters  

Anti-bullying week (Aut) 

Assertive mentoring open days and student 

meetings  

Planning in the moment – staff develop 

children’s learning through their own ideas and 

interests.  

 

SAFETY: Fire brigade Bonfire night 

Visits in the local area- park, supermarket, 

post office all reflect respect of the local 

surroundings and respect when wearing 

school uniform. 

Visitors from the community come into 

class and talk to the children- 

Parents invited in for family library time 

and Stay and Play sessions. 

Durham LA RE Curriculum highlights 

different religions including 

Christianity, Buddhism, Judaism  

Trip to Christ Church 

 

Class stories in class discuss 

children and people from other 

faiths  

 

Class highlight festivals celebrated 

around the world. Bonfire/Diwali 

 

Year 1 

 

In class decisions made fairly, e.g.story time 

books. Voting for preferences. 

 

Selling/making of poppies in school 

Remembrance of those who fought for our 

democracy and liberty 

 

Visit to war memorial 

School Charter/RRS 

School rules 

Positive Behaviour Policy, including 

discussions with parents where appropriate  

- Right Respecting class charters  

Anti-bullying week (Aut) 

Assertive mentoring open days and student 

meetings 

Curriculum- children generate questions to be 

answered throughout topics. 

Children given the chance to improve on work, 

create own targets in reflection time (daily) 

Playtime: Playground equipment available to 

choose from (ordered my the school council) 

Buddybench to look for new friends. 

SAFETY: Fire brigade Bonfire night 

Visits in the local area- park, war memorial, 

supermarket, post office all reflect respect 

of the local surroundings and respect when 

wearing school uniform. 

Visitors from the community come into 

class and talk to the children- 

Parents invited in for Stay and Play 

sessions. 

Durham LA RE Curriculum highlights 

different religions including 

Christianity, Buddhism, Judaism  

Trip to Christ Church 

 

Class stories in class discuss 

children and people from other 

faiths i.e.  

 

Class highlight festivals celebrated 

around the world. Bonfire/Diwali 

 

Year 2 

 

School Council Elections 

Pupil Speeches/ elections/reps chosen 

PUPIL VOICE FOR CHOICES TAKEN IN CLASS- 

Story time books. Voting for preferences. 

Group/table names for working in class and RW 

Inc. 

 

Selling of poppies in school 

Visit War memorial every year  

Remembrance of those who fought for our 

democracy and liberty 

School Charter/RRS 

School rules 

Positive Behaviour Policy, including 

discussions with parents where appropriate  

- Right Respecting class charters  

Collective worship 

Anti-bullying week (Aut) 

Cyber bullying assembly  

Parent workshop e-saftey 

Assertive mentoring open days and student 

meetings (x3) 

Curriculum- children generate questions to be 

answered throughout topics. 

Children given the chance to improve on work, 

create own targets in reflection time (daily) 

Playtime: Playground equipment available to 

choose from (ordered my the school council) 

Buddybench to look for new friends. 

SAFETY: Fire brigade Bon fire night 

 

Clubs available on a lunchtime to access 

(Running, French and Zumba) 

Clubs on an evening: Choir, Football 

Breakfast club every morning. 

 

Marking/feedback policy gives children 

challenges throughout lessons and time to 

reflect upon learning. 

Rights respecting school: RRS charter. 

Assemblies have a respect theme. 

Visits in the local area- park, war memorial, 

supermarket, post office all reflect respect 

of the local surroundings and respect when 

wearing school uniform. 

Visitors from the community come into 

class and talk to the children- 

Seaham historians- George Elmy Life boat 

disaster and mining heritage. 

Past Seaham counsellors in class to talk 

about their childhood and growing up in 

Seaham. 

School welcome parents into school form 

Maths week, play games with children. 

Celebration of pupils achievements’- 

trophies, certificates, show and tell 

artefacts 

Durham LA RE Curriculum highlights 

different religions including 

Christianity, Buddhism, Judaism  

Trip to Christ Church 

 

Class stories in class discuss 

children and people from other 

faiths i.e. The most Magnificent 

Mosque 

 

Class highlight festivals celebrated 

around the world. Bonfire/Diwali 

 

Big questions/pictures/artefacts 

are discussed on a weekly basis? 

Philosophy  



Year 3 

 

Choices: in classroom regarding decisions 

needing to be made. 

In stories, decisions characters have to 

make- commenting on choices they would 

make. 

School council- all pupils able to apply to 

be a part of this, writing speeches, 

listening to views or others etc. Circle 

time, PSHE 

Class charter- written and signed my all 

members of the class. 

School rules- reinforced in class and 

assemblies. 

Behaviour policy- class diary 

Link to RE- Moses and the 10 

Commandments. 

Encouraged to feel proud of belonging to their 

group, class and school. 

Liberty also explored in SEAL units- PSHE 

In class and school as a whole mutual 

respect is in all areas of school life. 

Listening to the speaker. 

Awareness of children with additional 

needs- celebrating the differences 

Taught through RE curriculum- all 

major faiths examined throughout 

school, Focus on Judaism in Y3. 

Trip to local buildings of faith 

(Methodist Chapel) 

Year 4 

 

School Council 

Table names 

Book choices 

WWII importance of democracy 

Behaviour policy 

Class Charter 

Roles and responsibilities in class. 

Anti-Bullying week 

E- safety throughout ICT lessons 

Rights and responsibilities taught through 

PSCHE 

Circle time discussions 

Class charter 

Behaviour policy 

Celebration assembly 

Celebration of pupils achievements outside 

of school- trophies, certificates etc. 

RE- Sikhism (Trip to Gurdwara) 

Hinduism 

Judaism (WWII topic) 

Year 5 

 

Write the class charter  

Voting in school council elections. 

Star of the lesson and star of the day 

In stories, decisions characters have to 

make- Pandora. 

 

School Charter/RRS 

School rules 

Positive Behaviour Policy  

Right Respecting class charters  

Collective worship 

Visit from the Fire Brigade 

Curriculum- children generate questions to be 

answered throughout topics. 

Anti-Bullying week 

E- safety throughout ICT lessons 

Rights and responsibilities taught through 

PSCHE 

 

In class and school as a whole mutual 

respect is in all areas of school life. 

Listening to the speaker. 

Awareness of children with additional 

needs- celebrating the differences 

Behaviour policy 

Celebration assembly 

 

Taught through RE curriculum- all 

major faiths examined throughout 

school,  

 

Year 6 

 

Write the class charter  

Voting in school council elections. 

Parliament week 

In stories, decisions characters have to 

make- commenting on choices they would 

make. What ifs  

Right and wrong linked to Robin Hood 

 

 

School Charter/RRS 

School rules 

Positive Behaviour Policy 

Right Respecting class charters  

Collective worship 

Visit from the Police: lesson on anti-social 

behaviour 

The rule of law – Safety Carousel. 

Workshops from Emergency services 

 

Curriculum- children generate questions to be 

answered throughout topics. 

Anti-Bullying week 

E- safety throughout ICT lessons 

Rights and responsibilities taught through 

PSCHE 

3 day Residential  

Freedom to join clubs / become a helper 

around school 

 

 

Through everything we do - whole school 

ethos. 

P.E. working together – being part of a team 

in games 

Diversity taught in PSHE 

World Mental Health Day 

Odd Socks Day  

R.E. Unit - What can we learn about 

religious diversity in our area?   

 

 


